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Our Caring and

Generous Community
By Barbara Waxman
President

For more than a decade, our
Federation has participated in a
program of the Jewish Agency for Israel
that brings an Israel emissary (shaliach/
male; shlicha/female) to our
community for a year’s stay. We have
benefitted in many ways from these
talented young people who have
brought us a better understanding of
and connection to Israel.

These shlichim (plural) are carefully
screened by the Jewish Agency and
must have completed military service,
speak English fluently and have
educational experience. We review the
resumes and candidate profiles of
multiple applicants, interview several
via Skype and make our selection.
Each August, we bid farewell to our
outgoing emissary and welcome a new
one.

The Federation’s Board of Directors
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has budgeted each year for various
expenses associated with the shlichim
program including but not limited to a
monthly stipend, apartment rental,
utilities, cell phone, provision of a
vehicle, automobile insurance, gasoline,
shipping costs, and the Jewish Agency’s
program fee. Late last year, in view of
significant future cost increases
announced by the Jewish Agency, the
BOD determined that it was necessary
to end the program. Consequently,
Shay Shmoul, our current shaliach
would remain through August but no
successor would arrive from Israel to
take his place.

Early this year, Federation was
approached by some community
members who asked the BOD to
reconsider its decision to end the
shlichim program. About this time, an
anonymous donor came forward
offering Federation a $25,000 matching
challenge grant in 2017 and 2018 to
continue the program if matching fund
donors met the following conditions:
Donors must make a two year
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commitment donating the promised
amount to the shlichim program in
2017 and 2018; Participants must also
commit to meeting, and preferably
exceeding, their 2016 annual pledge to
the Jewish Federation of Northwest
Indiana in 2017 and 2018.

Forty-five (45) donors, including
three area congregations, responded to
Miriam Marcus, Shlichim Campaign
Chair, whose passionate support for the
program was contagious. In a four week
period, Miriam raised $26,210 to
match the $25,000 challenge grant.
Donors represented nearly every
demographic in our community
including parents of NOAR and ATID
children, parents of college students,
empty nesters, older adults and seniors.
Gifts ranged from $15 to $3,000.

This outpouring of generosity has
enabled Federation to invite Shay
Shmoul to extend his stay in our
community for a second year. We are
establishing a Shaliach Steering to
Committee to ensure the highest

Continued on page 7
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Gardening Make
and Take Class
Sunday, May} 7
2pm

Learn how to properly plant and care for your flowers or hg¢
with Master Gardener Miki Katz.
Bring home your project of potted spring flowers or an herb ¢
$18 for your choice of Spring Flowers or Herb Garden
RSVP with your choice of flowers or herg3960(219) 301
online at www.federationonline.orgigmt®ming
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Upcoming Events

www.federationonline.org

Did you know that you can now RSVP to our upcoming events online?
Check out our new and improved website today!

| Introducing JewEL

Jewish Emerging Leaders
| for our 21 -45 year old community members
Tuesday, June 13 1t
| 6pm -8pm
] At Gel sosomoads
| 9318 Indianapolis Blvd, Highland, IN
$10/person includes pizza and soda

I Trivia with prizes |
RSVP to (219) 301 -0960 or
I online at www.federationonline.org/upcoming -events I

Certification
Training

Thursday, June 15
9am -1pm
$25/person

RSVP to (219) 301  -0960 or online at
www.federationonline.org/upcoming -events




4 llliana News May 2017

Upcoming Events

Save the Date |
July 3°fi Independence Day Celebration

July 18'i Chicago Symphony Orchestra
at Ravinia i
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Mazel Tov to... spending a semester in Jerusalem, being Rabbi Raphael and Cynthia

a part of the student government, Ostrovsky on the birth of their
spending a semester working and going  grandson.

to school in D.C., being an active
member of Hillel, and exploring
Indianapolis.

Rande and Jerry Shapiro on the
engagement of their son, Bradley to
Erica Perdomo.

Chuck and Helene Elias and George
and Sue Feldman on becoming great-
grandparents and Sandi and Mick
Sweeny on becoming grandparents
with the arrival of Evan John. Proud
parents are Dawn and Michael Lehker

Congratulations to Jordan Mayer and
Eli Nirenberg on winning the State
Speech Championship for school.

of Washington, DC.
:  Please send any Simchas you would like
Michael and Lisa Giglio are pleased § included in the next issue to Jennifer
to announce the graduation of their Renee and Norman Gordon on the Rodriguez (219-301-0960 or
daughter, Elaine Gilgio from Butler birth of their granddaughter. pjennifer@federationonline.or). Textand
_g o g‘ o : photos must be provided in accordance with :
University with a BA in CrlmmOlog}’ ¢+ all llliana News Policies and Procedures.

and in International Studies. Highlights

Dr. Fredric and Laurie Young on the
from Elaine’s college career include

marriage of their daughter, Jill.

75" Anniversary of the Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana

We I‘CCCIltly received this In keeping with our tradition, we are delighted to recognize the 75th
anniversary of The Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana. Your

beautiful menorah and letter federation is a wonderful, living example of the fortitude of our
system.

from The Jewish Federations of
Federations are the foundation of our community’s ability to make a

North America congratulating positive difference in the lives of Jews - locally, nationally and
overseas. We all know that the local federation is where the action

us on our 75th Anniversary. (and production) is! Communities like yours have done the job and
have done it well for a long time.

We have enclosed a commemorative gift in honor of your federation’s
longevity and accomplishments.

JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTHWEST INDIANA
75 YEARS OF SERVICE

2016 / 5776 May your community grow even stronger in the next 75 years!
m THE JEWISH FEDERATIONS .
W OF NORTH AMERICA Smcerely,

feg A

Richard V. Sandler Jerry Silverman
Chair, Board of Trustees President & CEO

Have an idea for an article? We want to hear from you!
Email Carol Karol atarolfkarol@aol.coror Jennifer Rodriguez ggnnifer@federationoniine.org
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Community News & Events

What is SKIP?

Read and Learn!
By Judy Katz

The Federation’s Board of Directors
recently approved revisions to our com-
munity’s SKIP Program:

The Jewish Federation of Northwest
Indiana will establish and support a
SKIP (Send a Kid to Israel Partnership)
program. A student enrolled in a Jew-
ish Religious School Program is eligible
for initial enrollment beginning in the
3rd grade through the 6th grade. Par-
ticipation and administration will re-
main in effect until the student be-
comes 26 years old. Each year, until
the student graduates high school, the
Federation will match up to $150 con-
tribution jointly made by the syna-
gogue/temple and the family to total an

account. Jewish Federation of North-
west Indiana will match funds for stu-
dents who remain active in Jewish life.
The money contributed by each part-
ner, including accrued interest, may be
refunded at any time respectively to the
contributing family and the synagogue/
temple (if the child is unable or unwill-
ing to participate in an Israel program).
The child is automatically withdrawn
from the program when he or she be-
comes 26 years old. The participant
must submit an official withdrawal
form. At that time the money is refund-
ed to the family and temple/synagogue,
as described above. SKIP funds may be
used as reimbursement of a partici-
pant’s transportation costs plus addi-
tional $300 for spending money subject
to the availability of the funds in their
account

annual $300 contribution to the child’s for a
SKIP fund. This money will accrue in-  Birthright
terest on an annual basis. Additional  trip. Re-
monies may be added (but not quests for
matched) at any time. funds
Each affiliated congregation is ex- must be
pected to have a coordinator to work received
with the Federation to promote the by the
program and initiate the annual SKIP  Federa-
enrollment campaign. Note: each con-  tion
gregation sets its own policy regarding  bookkeep-
family/student activity in Jewish life er thirty
such as Jewish camp, NOAR, ATID, days prior
and/or Hebrew/Sunday School re- to a trip
quired to receive matching monies on an ofh-
from the congregation into their SKIP  cial re-
priorityfitness

h

9760 Indiana Pkwy, Suite A
Munster, Indiana 46321

Personal Training Center

LISA ROOTH
ACE Certified Personal Trainer
TRX Suspension Training Certified
Tabata Bootcamp Certified

cell 219.718.4110
office 219.836.8330
PriorityFitnessPros.com

quest form.

The Jewish Federation of Northwest
Indiana will administer all funds. The
Federation shall fund its SKIP financial
obligations annually and issue state-
ments annually to SKIP participants.

If you know of a child who is eligible
for this wonderful program, please con-
tact your Sunday School principal or
the Jewish Federation to make sure he/
she gets signed up!

Coming in next issue: Suggested
trips/experiences in Israel for SKIP par-
ticipants.

Thank you to community members
Naomi Cohen, Carol Culberg, Julie
Bachar, and Miriam Marcus who spent
many hours reviewing and revising this

policy.

What's Your Priority?

Experienced Personal Trainers
Top Rated Massage Services
Comfortable environment
Post Injury/Surgery Clients Welcome
Established Business with a Clear Vision

priorityfitness

Personal Training Center

Call us for a free Consultation

219-836-8330

9760 Indiana Parkway, Munster
WWW.priorityfitnesspros.com
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JCY 2017 enriching activitie.s to its
By Rachel Sieffert campers through ics
JCY Camp Director detailed day-to-day
Are you ready for the summer?! JCY programming. (]?jmp €
Day Camp is! Now in its 14th year, oy t\fwcel- weeey
one of the most popular and trusted sw1mm1ngf CSSEIE{ .
day camps in Northwest Indiana is gar;es, .Cril. 5 held tips,
more than prepared to offer another and sociaiization
jam-packed season to the community.
JCY provides a variety of fun,

activities. They are often

treated to surprise
entertainment, a D]
party, and even an
all-camp sleepover.

Parents rave about the camp's
high safety standards and close-
knit staff. The camp keeps an
unusually low counselor to camper
ratio (1 counselor for every 6
campers), and staff is trained to
implement JCY’s high-energy
schedule for an entire week before
camp officially even starts.
Campers go home exhausted each
afternoon, but parents
continuously claim their children

jump out of bed the next morning,
ready for yet another fun-filled day.

For this 2017 season, JCY Day Camp
will run from June 19-July 28 (no
camp July 4). Registration is currently
underway. To request a brochure, call

(219) 301-0960. To learn more about
mighty, mighty, mighty, mighty,
mighty, mighty JCY, please visit JCY
Day Camp on Facebook or at
www.federationonline.org/JCY.

JCY Day Camp 2017
JCY is coming back for'isutamer!
June 19 July 28 (No camp on Jdly 4
For more information, please call (Z29HCB0
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A amlplJ \
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For more information please contact Jennifer Rodriguez
at (219) 301-0960 or jennifer@federationonline.org,




