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Eve Bottando, Karyn Brodsky, Amy Clites, and President Barbara Waxman with our guest speaker David T. Brown
at the 75 Anniversary Campaign Kick-off Dinner on October 224,

A Good Time to
Take Measure

By Barbara Waxman
President

As you know, 2017 marks the 75%
anniversary of the Jewish Federation of
Northwest Indiana. Over the years,
Federation has been known by various
names and has functioned from various
locations. Its priorities, services, pro-
grams and resources have also varied
somewhat over the years responding to
the needs of the time. However, at its
core, Federation has always strived to
strengthen community connections,
build up the Jewish community, serve
those in need and advocate for the state
of Israel.

To effectively accomplish these and
other priorities that have emerged from
time to time, Federation, like all effec-
tive not-for-profits, has periodically
reassessed and reinvigorated itself. This
has been a particularly transformative
time.

[ am coming to the end of my two

year term as Federation president, a
good time to take measure. So, here’s a
brief snapshot of Federation today:

1 We reopened the food pantry and
substantially increased Federation assis-
tance to those in need.

1 We've held two annual ‘back to
school” community barbecues, hosted a
donor appreciation evening, worked
with volunteers to enhance offerings at
the Adult Friendship Club, Prime
Timers and Adult Retreat, introduced
Lunch and Learn and JewEL (Jewish
Emerging Leaders) programs. Our
K'TonTon preschool and JCY summer
camp continue to receive high marks
and robust enrollment.

1 We employ a small but skilled and
dedicated staff that functions as a col-
laborative team. Executive Director
Aida Nozick’s business acumen, man-
agement and interpersonal skills, com-
passion for and dedication to the Jew-
ish community are central to Federa-
tion’s many recent accomplishments
and improvements.

1 The Illiana News, produced every

six weeks in a new format, has been
very well received. Once a week email
blasts contain lots of useful infor-
mation.

1 We have developed an Employee
Handbook, updated Federation’s Con-
stitution and Bylaws, developed finan-
cial control practices and policies, and
revised the bylaws governing the En-
dowment Committee. These docu-
ments will ensure fairness, consistency,
professionalism and transparency at
Federation.

1 Fundraising, the critical annual en-
deavor that provides Federation’s life
blood, had previously been conducted
all year long causing Federation to be
perpetually asking for donations. This
year, we are limiting solicitations to 75
days. The strategic campaign plan in-
cludes an inspiring kickoff dinner, gen-
erous matching donors, Super Sunday,
when board members and other volun-
teers will make fundraising calls, and a
gala on December 2nd that promises to
be elegant as well as fun.

Continued on page 7
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Upcoming Events

Buda.)pasf’

Join us as we welcome Sara and Hedi, two young women from Budapest. Sara and Hedi will be

sharing their personal narrative of what it is like to be Jewish in Central/Eastern Europe today.
RSVP to the Federation for all events—(219) 301-0960 or online at www.federationonline.org/upcoming-events

Thursday, November 9 at 7pm—Desserts and Coffee
Jewish Federation, 585 Progress Ave, Munster, IN
Friday, November 10 at 6pm—Dinner
7:30pm—Friday night service, followed by oneg and Q & A session
Temple Israel Miller, 601 Montgomery St, Gary, IN
Saturday, November 11 at 7pm—Dinner
At the home of Wendy Kaplan-Hensley (please call Federation for address)
Sunday, November 12 at 11am—Brunch and Talk
Temple Israel Valpo, 1405 Evans Ave, Valparaiso, IN

Hedi Pusztai

“I work as a project coordinator of Partnership2Gether at the Jewish Agency of
Israel in Budapest.

Iwas born in 1986, at the end of Communism, as the first child of a non-
religious young couple. As for many young Hungarians in my generation, it
has been a long way to find my Jewish identity.

My very first Jewish community experience was my Birthright tour in 2009.
Since then I have been an active member of Jewish youth life in Budapest. In
2009 I started working for a Jewish youth organization called Kidma. We were
organizing various cultural events, Jewish-themed seminars and educational
trips specifically for young people who, like me, were looking for their roots and
didn’t get any Jewish education in their childhood. Simultaneously, I
partzapated in several post-Birthright programs organized by the Jewish
Agency. Between 2011 and 2014, I lived in Israel,
where I learned the Hebrew language and I tried a
different kind of Jewish life. Since summer 2014 I
have been working at the Israeli Cultural Institute
in Budapest as a Hebrew teacher, educational
coordinator and since autumn 2016 as a
representative of Partnership2Gether. Through
P2G I have the opportunity to work with
exceptional, creative people day by day, and I have
the pleasure to represent our revived Jewish
community of Budapest to our amazing partners in
the US and in Israel.”
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Sara Ozorai

“I'was born in 1989
in Budapest,
Hungary. I studied
Communication and
Media and Film
Studies. Right now I
work at a local
record label company
as PR and Digital Promotions Manager.

My relationship to Judaism changed (came to life
actually) in 2012 when I was a participant in
Birthright. That trip changed everything for me, I
immediately felt the connection and the need to learn
and discover more about this part of my life. I
participated in many local and international Jewish
leadership and volunteering programs, led several
Birthright trips as a madricha, and took over the local
Tikkun Olam Project, which is a half year long
volunteering program and the most amazing thing ever
in my opinion. I'm trying to be as active in the
community as I can be and help the participants to find
their Jewish identities. It is exciting and challenging
and motivating and sometimes extremely tiring, but in
the end, every second is worth it.”

OF NORTHWEST INDIANA
585 Progress Ave. | Munster, Ind. 46321
219-301-0960

ni\ The Jewish Federation
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Lunch and Learn at The Federation

Tuesday, November 28t at Noon
7EOE COAOO OPAAEAO 21 OAT EA | AC
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$10 per meal
Can’t make it for lunch?
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Please RSVP and Pre-order Carry-outs

to (219) 301-0960

Or online at www.federationonline.org/upcoming-events

Saturday, Decembege¥ 2
/pmllpm

Put on your best diamonds and your
favorite jeans and help us celebrate

75 years with dinner and dancing!
Featuring flights of craft beer, wine & bourbg
tastings, and gourmet food stations with mus

the unPROFESSIONALS!
$75 per person

Watch for your invitation in the mail!
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.......................................... LOoK,NG TO BUY OR SELL A HOME?

Save the Da.t Contact Laura Getting

An n ual for all of your real estate needs
Meetlng Mooy

mccolly.com

Bru nCh LAURA DEUTSCH GETTING

; @ 219-688-3859
3 Deg?mgg:] 10t|| REAL ESTATE getting@mccolly.com o

22 THE WORLD

GETTING a Realtor who works for you

Mazel Tov to...

: Please send any Simchas you :
i would like included in the next :
issue to Jennifer Rodriguez
(219) 301-0960 or

i jennifer @federationonline.org.
Mel and Joyce Lichtenfeld with their Text and photos must be :
great grandson, Ashton. Proud parents i provided in accordance with all :
are Rachael and Barry Footlick. Proud Illiana News Policies and

grandparents are Jan and Ira
Chemerinsky.

Aren and Jim Smith on marriage,
daughter of Steve and Kelly Farkas.

Procedures.

Natalie and Maurice Checroun on
grandson, Owen’s bar mitzvah. Proud
parents are Lena and David Walent.

Paulla Weinberg and Doug Zellers
on the birth of daughter, Zoe.

WWW.FEDERATIONONLINE.ORG
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Community News & Events

DY EIR

ng and Rehabilit

All New Short Term Rehabilitation Wing Sheffield Manor Assisted Living
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy Long-term Care

State of the art Therapy Gym with Alter-G Treadmill Respite Care

Wound Care Program Hospice Care

(% Munster Med-Fnn
\ \ / Okilled Nursing and Rebabilitation

Private Short Term Rehabilitation Suites Long-Term Care

Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy Respite Care

Orthopedic Rehabilitation Hospice Care

Secure Dementia Unit Out-Patient Therapy Program

7935 CALUMET AVE., MUNSTER, IN 46321

WWW.MUNSTERMED-INN.COM (219) 836-8300

2 Spring Mill

= / Health Campus

Short Term Rehabilitation Transitional Care

Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy Long Term & Respite Care
Assisted Living Apartments Hospice Care

Memory Care Restaurant Style Dining

101 W. 87TH AVE., MERRILLVILLE, IN 46410
WWW.SPRINGMILLHC.COM (219) 756-0744

Combining the comforts of home
with personalized healthcare!
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75" Anniversary Campaign

“75 Years and

Going Strong”
By Sean Egan and
Dana Kaplan-Graves
Campaign Co-Chairs
In a bold new twist, your Federation

is taking the opportunity to celebrate
and recognize our 75 years of doing
good for the community and applying

this special number to Campaign 2017.

This year’s campaign will last only 75
days. We hope that our members will
apply the number 75 to your contribu-
tions in ways that are meaningful to
you. That could be a 75% or a $75
increase over prior giving. That could
mean donating 75 shares of your favor-
ite stock. That could mean asking 75
of your closest friends to join you in
your efforts to support Federation as
they move towards another 75 years (at
least) of giving back to the community.
A few of the special events lined up
for our 75th anniversary include, but

NAME

are not limited to the following: The
75th anniversary campaign kick-off
dinner that was held on October 22nd.
In addition to a wonderful meal, we
enjoyed listening to the wise words of
David T. Brown. Mr. Brown is cur-
rently the chair of Israel and Overseas
Council of The Jewish Federation of
North America, just one of many ac-
complishments that he has achieved in
the past decades.

On November 5th, we will be hosting
Super Sunday, a community telethon at
the Federation building. We will be
asking a number of volunteers to join
us as we reach out directly to our com-
munity. If you are not one of those
making the calls, you can expect to hear
from us on November 5th!

Saturday, December 2nd, we will be
hosting a beautiful celebration to honor
our 75th anniversary in Northwest In-
diana. We will have live music from
the “unPROFESSIONALS?”, food sta-

tions, wine, craft beers, and bourbon.

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

HOME/CELL PHONE

EMAIL

| hereby pledge to the 2017 Jewish Federation Annual Campaign:
Please consider increasing your pledge by $75 or 7.5% in honor of our 75" Anniversary.

$

Contri butor 6s

My name may be listed: d Alphabetically

PAYMENT AND BILLING INFORMATION

Signature

a My pledge is anonymous

(J Check enclosed (Payable to Jewish Federation)
3 1 will pay online: www.federationonline.org
(J Charge my credit card (complete info at right)

3 Please bill me

@

75t Anniversary Campaign

Come dressed in your favorite denim
and diamonds to celebrate this monu-
mental occasion. Tickets for this fund-
raiser are available for $75 per person.

Your Federation provides program-
ming and services to people of all ages
and backgrounds here in Northwest
Indiana. From early childhood educa-
tion to teen programs to movie nights
and guest speakers to Adult Friendship
Club and the annual Adult Retreat, we
strive to bring a little bit of something
for everyone. We are a strong and inte-
gral part of the social services support
network of the region, providing assis-
tance for food, utilities, and medical
care. We do this to respond to the ob-
vious need in our community.

As your Campaign 2017 co-chairs we
hope to see you at any or all of the
events that will take place during our
75 day campaign to celebrate our 75
years of bringing our voice and our

helping hand to Northwest Indiana.

The Jewish Federation
OF NORTHWEST INDIANA

585 Progress Ave. | Munster, Ind. 46321
219-301-0960

Thank you for your pledge.

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION

Expiration
Account #

(J Visa [J MasterCard [J Amex (J Discover

Security Code

Signature

Please mail to: Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana & 585 Progress Ave, Munster, IN 46321
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75" Anniversary Campaign

Look
for
your

call on
Super
Sunday
11/5

Donation Using Your
Required Minimum

Distribution
By Larry Gill
Treasurer
Once you reach 70+Y2, you must with-
draw a certain amount from your IRA,
annuity, etc. This is called the Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD). It is
required under Federal Law and is calcu-
lated based on your age. Your financial
institution can and will furnish the
amount to you. If you have several
IRAs, each must be calculated separate-
ly. However, you can take the amount
from one of the IRAs, or multiple IRAs
Now, I am sure you are asking “What
about taxes?” The good news is that if
you tell the IRA holder (the institution

where the IRA is held) that you want to
donate it directly to Federation or some
other charity (like the temple or syna-
gogue) there are no taxes for you. It is
not included in your income and there-
fore you avoid income taxes, excess in-
come affecting social security, etc. The
key is to donate it directly. If you take
the RMD then donate the money, the
RMD is added to your income. Also,
keep in mind that if you itemize, the
direct RMD distribution is not tax de-
ductible; no double dipping allowed.

If this is an option for you, please call
Federation and let the bookkeeper know
that a check is coming from xyz compa-
ny for your donation. If it just shows
up, she will not know who gets the cred-
it and which account it goes in.

Jewish Federation
Food Pantry

By Susan Tepperman
Community Services Coordinator

I hope that everyone had enjoyable and meaningful
- holidays this year. Thank you for your generous
: contributions to the food pantry. Immediately following
the food drive, we were very flush with food and household
- supplies. Your donations were very much needed and
: appreciated. Please continue to contribute non-perishable
: food items. Even with the great response to the High
: Holiday Food Drive, we are running low again on cereal,
condiments, flour, sugar, canned tomatoes and toilet paper.



