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Be on the lookout for community 

reflections throughout this issue! 
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2024 Campaign Donors 

The Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana expresses 
its sincere appreciation for these generous contributions 
as of 5/31/25: 

TRIBUTE CARDS 

The Federation is honored to celebrate these 2024  
Campaign donors who were inadvertently omitted from 
the last issue of the Illiana News. We apologize for this 
error and thank them all for their generosity. 

$1,000 to 4,999  

Barbara Bankoff and Robert 

Crandall  

Dr. Frank and Carol Behrend  

Dr. Kenneth and Jeanne 

Blumenthal  

Richard and Lynn Braman  

William and Joann Braman  

Drs. Michael and Cheryl Brody 

Dr. Maurice and Natalie 

Checroun  

Dr. Derek and Amy Cheuk  

From: 

Anonymous 

William and Joann Braman 

Dr. Sean Egan 

Mark and Carol Elias 

Helene Elias 

Ed Feldman 

Gary and Judy Goodman 

Dr. Richard and Judy Katz 

Corinne Keleher 

Benjamin and Lori Kramer 

Victoria Odegaard 

Esther Rothstein 

Victoria Russman 

Alan and Honora Saks 

Michael and Kristin Sculli 

Shutterfly, LCC 

Joel and Adina Sutlin 

Richard and Barbara Waxman 

 

To the following funds: 

2025 Annual Campaign 

Barbara Waxman Fund 

Food Pantry 

Fruehauf Endowment 

JCY Chuck Elias Fund 

 

To the following programs: 

Coffee and Connections 

Jewish Federation NWI 

Federation Programming 

Kô Ton ton 

 

In memory of 

Syliva Heller 

Sharon Malovôs Mother 

Barry Rooth 

Donna Shaw 

Don Simerly 

 

In honor of 

Barbara Bard ñGet Well Soonò 

William Braman ñIn honor of re-

ceiving Methodist Hospital Lead-

ership Awardò 

Helene Elias ñHappy Birthdayò 

Nicole Odegaard ñGet Well Soonò 

Jennifer and Jessica Rooth 

2024 CAMPAIGN 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 

Due to increased risk to the Jewish community 

worldwide, an RSVP and pre-payment are 

now REQUIRED to attend all Federation 

Events. Contact the office at 219.301.0960 

with questions. 
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THE ILLIANA NEWS 

Published four times a year by the Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana 
 

EDITOR 
Tracie Martin, Marketing and Communications Associate 

 
CONTRIBUTORS 

Dr. Mark Sperling, Emily Benedix, Carol Culberg, Rosalie Levinson,  Miriam Marcus, Bailey Hoffman, Rachel Saller,  Rachel 
Front, Rabbi Eliezer Zalmanov, Rabbi Shoshana Feferman, Elisabeth Cohon, Rabbi Gidon Isaacs, Rabbi Cantor Mariana Gindlin, 

Rabbi Diane Tracht, Rabbi Fred Reeves, and Vicky Odegaard.  
 

POLICIES & PROCEDURES  
The deadline for Illiana News articles, announcements, photos and advertising is August 20, 2025 for the next issue. Articles 
must contain a byline that will be printed. Articles may be edited for length and are selected at the discretion of the editor. 

Submit articles via email to Tracie at tracie@federationonline.org.  
 

CORRECTIONS 
Please contact the Federation at (219) 301-0960 or tracie@federationonline.org with any errors. We aim for accuracy.  

The Federation now 
accepts Annual Campaign 
gifts year round.  

 

Help support your favorite 
community programs 
anytime! 

 

Call 219-301-0960 or visit 
federationonline.org to make 
your contribution today. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

We prioritize local needs to provide programs 

for isolated individuals that face financial 

challenges. We're making a difference and 

you can too.  

AT HOME IN ISRAEL  
Northwest Indiana has built a strong 

Partnership with communities in the Western 

Galilee region. Community members visit each 

other to share ideas about art, economy 

environment, music, and more.  

We work with global partners to help provide human services and create connections that help 

sustain and offer hope to Jewish communities facing hardships.  

AROUND THE WORLD 

OUR MISSION 
Enriching Jewish life in Northwest Indiana, in Israel, and around the world 

through service, programming, advocacy and fundraising. 

 

Most content for 

this issue of the 

Illiana News was 

received before 

the launch of 

Operation Rising 

Lion. Our 

thoughts remain 

in solidarity with 

Israel during this 

time of conflict. 
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Some thoughts of hope and a security update 

The Paper Clips Project. 

Iôve started writing this article at 

least six times. The first time was 

right after the murders of two 

Jews in Washington DC. Then I 

felt I needed to rewrite it after the 

horrific terrorist attack against 

Jews in Boulder, Colorado, who 

were protesting peacefully for the 

release of the remaining hostages 

in Gaza.  

When I thought I had finally 

figured out what I wanted to say, 

Operation Rising Lion began last 

week. No matter what I type, the 

situation will change at least fifty 

times before the Illiana News hits 

our communitiesô mailboxes. And 

I donôt know that anything I say 

can lessen the anger, grief, and 

fear we are all feeling. So instead, 

I want to share an experience I 

had this spring that brings me 

hope in ways I feel we all need at 

this time.  

The first week of April, I had the 

privilege of joining with Executive 

Directors from small cities' 

Federations at our annual 

gathering. This year, we met in 

Chattanooga, where we received 

a warm welcome from Executive 

Director Michael Dzik and his 

fantastic staff.  Yet, the most 

powerful moment of the 

conference was visiting a school 

in Whitwell, Tennessee, a town 

with less than 2,000 residents.  

Many of you may have seen the 

2004 documentary Paper Clips. It 

tells the story of a school 

struggling to find a way to 

tolerance and diversity in a small 

town where most families looked 

the same. Their solution was to 

start with a Holocaust education 

program. When students 

struggled to understand the 

enormity of six million Jewish 

lives, they started a project to 

collect six million paperclips. This 

might seem an odd choice until 

you learn that Norwegians wore 

paperclips as a sign of resistance 

and protest during the Nazi 

occupation of World War II. 

On a stormy day, our group drove 

over winding roads through the 

mountains. Many would not 

expect meaningful Jewish 

experiences in this rustic 

area. The first sign of something 

bigger was a German train car, so 

out of place in front of a tiny 

middle school in rural Tennessee.  

Retired principal Linda Hooper 

met with us. She shared the story 

told in the film, but she shared 

even more. Meeting with Linda 

showed that this wasnôt just a 

random project that got out of 

hand, but a meaningful, 

intentional lesson that 

continues 30 years later.    

In Paper Clips, they discuss how 

their program grew, greatly 

exceeding the six million goal, to 

now more than 30 million. What 

we saw was so much more than 

even the movie showed.  

Today, Whitwell Middle School 

has its own Childrenôs Holocaust 

Memorial. Inside a classroom, the 

space has been transformed to 

house items to remember the 

Holocaust. We were shown 

concentration camp uniforms 

donated by survivors, gold stars 

and other markers sewn onto 

uniforms to identify 

ñundesirables,ò a Torah that is no 

longer kosher, as pieces were 

removed to line the shoes of 

prisoners, a German propaganda 

poster torn down by an American 

GI, and half burned records of 

Nazis stationed at the death 

camps. Evidence of acts so 

horrific that those who committed 

them knew they had to destroy 

the record of their connections to 

the war crimes.  

We also saw two bookshelves 

lined with binders. Each one held 

a letter that had come to the 

school with a paperclip, sent from 

around the world to show support 

for this small-town project. Each 

binder tells stories of 

survivors, of families lost, of 

people with no connection to 

the Holocaust, but also a 

commitment to never allow it 

to happen again. Every binder 

was filled with support, except 

one. One small binder was pulled 

out for us to see. In it were the 

letters of those who mocked, 

threatened, and criticized the 

program. Support filled 59 

binders. Hate only filled one.    

In the box car, there were 11 

million paper clips. Six million for 

Jewish lives taken, five million for 

the Roma, Catholics, 

homosexuals, Jehovahôs 

Witnesses and other minorities 

targeted by the Nazis. The train 

car that had once carried 

innocents to their deaths now 

memorialized the millions lost 

with paperclips that came from 

every side of the globe.   

All of this by itself seems like a 

great project and museum, but 

to really appreciate the power 

of the Paper Clips Project, you 

need to be there for one 

specific reason: the middle 

school students are the 

docents. In all, six students had 

volunteered to meet with us that 

day. Two showed us around the 

museum, two explained the 

project and the importance of the 

binders, and two led us through 

the boxcar and the memorial 

butterfly art that surrounded it.   

From the Executive Directorôs Desk 
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Twenty-seven years after the 

project started, the staff 

leading it were graduates. Kids 

were still coming through the 

program, learning and teaching 

the lessons theyôd learned. The 

museum has started an on-site 

learning experience available to 

educators nationwide. We were 

also told that most students in 

the program went into social 

service or community-focused 

careers. The impact didnôt stop 

when they moved into high 

school. 

During our few hours at the 

school, one story stood out the 

mostða story shared by retired 

Linda Hooper as she sat in her 

walker in the library. As part of 

the project, the school brought in 

Holocaust survivors to speak at 

one of the local churches. At one 

of these programs, she 

noticed a grandfather of one 

of her students, a long-time 

member of the Klan, sitting in 

the back row. He didnôt make a 

scene or even a slight 

disturbance. Yet, as Linda left the 

church that evening, he waited 

for her in the parking lot. She 

started to cry as she told us 

that all he did was look at her, 

thank her, and say, ñI didnôt 

know.ò 

With all that is happening in the 

world right now, the growing 

conflict our friends and family in 

Israel are experiencing, and the 

rise of antisemitism across the 

globe, I wanted to share with you 

this story as a small glimmer of 

hope. We are a minority, but 

we are not alone. Even in 

areas where there are no Jews 

to lead the fight, others are 

stepping up for the battle.  

If we can learn one thing from the 

Paper Clip Project, itôs that 

education and curiosity are more 

powerful than hate. For every 

binder of ignorance, there are 59 

binders of support. And through a 

strong community that values 

compassion and diversity, even 

those who have lived their lives in 

hate can find understanding and 

maybe even forgiveness.   

Security Update:  

New resources coming to 

the Federation  

In recent weeks, Jewish 

communities have faced violent 

attacks in Washington DC and 

Boulder, Colorado, as well as 

rising tensions as a result of 

Israelôs preemptive strike on Iran. 

Northwest Indiana hasnôt 

experienced a direct or credible 

threat, but we must acknowledge 

the impact these events have on 

our safety as a community. The 

Jewish Federation continues to 

work with local law enforcement, 

our congregations, our national 

partners, and Secure Community 

Networks to ensure the safety of 

our members. 

You may notice the security 

upgrades happening at the 

Federation. Thanks to a federal 

grant, we have increased our 

camera coverage and added crash 

deterring bollards in front of the 

office and classroom windows. We 

continue to make other internal 

upgrades to assist our staff in 

identifying and protecting against 

threats to the Federation. 

While our staff and leadership 

work behind the scenes, there are 

things you can do to take control 

and support each other during 

difficult times. 

 

1) Situational awareness: It 

cannot be said enough that the 

more aware you are, the safer 

you are. It is easy to let our 

guard down in places where we 

should feel safe, but we 

encourage you to be extra vigilant 

when attending ANY Jewish or 

politically divisive programming. 

2) Communicate: Our 

leadershipôs best resources are its 

members. Please call us or your 

congregation immediately if you 

experience, witness, or become 

aware of antisemitic incidents or 

threats. We will assist you in 

assessing the situation and help 

ensure it is reported to the 

correct resources. Please donôt 

assume we are aware; we may 

not be. 

3) Check in: Whether you are 

checking in with us or each other, 

being part of a community helps 

build a feeling of security. Carpool 

to events. Call those who may be 

struggling with the news cycle. 

Ask if you are concerned about 

security at a specific program. 

And always let us know if you are 

coming to an event or need to 

cancel your RSVP. 

Most importantly, if you feel like 

you or someone else is in 

immediate danger, call 911. We 

will continue to do everything we 

can to create places for our 

community to gather, socialize, 

learn, celebrate, and share our 

life experiences. Our dedication to 

enriching Jewish lives begins with 

safe Jewish spaces. 

Emily Benedix 

Executive Director 

emily@federationonline.org 

From the Executive Directorôs Desk 

Continued... 
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New for 2025! 

Monthly Campaign Giving 

Want to get going on 

your next annual gift? 

Try our new monthly 

giving program! 

 

Just pick your monthly 

gift level and we will 

automatically bill your 

credit card. Switch 

your card, change 

your amount, or 

cancel anytime. 
 

Easy and  

convenient  

To get started, call us at 219.301.0960 or email Vicky Odegaard at 

vicky@federationonline.org 

Streamlined 

and secure  

Stable monthly 

revenue  for   

the  Federation  

Why Federation? 

Leading up to our Annual 

Campaign, we are asking Why 

Federation? Why do you join our 

events? Why is Jewish life 

important to you? Why support 

the Jewish Federation and our 

mission? For every member, the 

answer is different, and we want 

to hear them all! 

Our community includes six 

congregations across four counties 

and the JFNWI touches each 

Jewish person and family in a 

different way. Maybe you give 

because your children went to 

Camp JCY or KôTon Ton, or they 

learned to read with a PJ Library 

book. Maybe you sip a cup of 

coffee with friends every Monday 

and Wednesday, or share your 

struggles and joys in our Tuesday 

Grief Group. Maybe your month 

just wouldnôt be complete without 

a Friends of Federation adventure, 

or a holiday just isnôt complete 

without a community gathering in 

our social hall. 

Whether itôs the feeling of 

connection you find with us, or a 

specific event or service we offer, 

we want to hear how we have 

impacted your Jewish life. Be on 

the lookout for invitations to share 

your thoughts, or get ahead by 

emailing Tracie at 

tracie@federationonline.org. 

Watch your mailbox! 

This year we are trying something 

new. In the past we have started 

our Annual Campaign around the 

High Holidays. But we know that 

Rosh Hashanah begins a busy time 

for our members, and if you have 

kids or travel, it can get even 

more hectic. 

So, this year, we are going to 

launch a new fundraising calendar 

2025 Campaign 

that allows our members to 

donate at the time of the year 

thatôs best for them. Instead of 

one large kickoff event and then 

a two-month campaign, we will 

now ask for your support 

throughout the year. Starting in 

July, you will receive a quarterly 

update in the mail and 

information regarding your 

campaign pledge. Whether you 

prefer to give at Passover or wait 

until the end of the year, we 

want to support our donorsô 

needs. But never fear: We will 

still host our popular Annual 

Campaign event in the late 

summer or early fall, but we will 

also have other smaller events 

spread throughout the year to 

offer our various demographics 

opportunities to engage and 

donate meaningfully. Keep an 

eye out for more information. 

Your support is always 

appreciated. We canôt wait to 

hear from you about your ñWhy 

Federationò and look forward to 

sharing all the ways your support 

helps us continue to provide 

these meaningful moments. 

Emily Benedix 

Executive Director 

emily@federationonline.org 

Committee Update 
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Carol Culberg 

JCEC Chair 

Committee Update 

The View from the Presidentôs Chair 

These past few weeks have been 

deeply disturbing as we learned of 

the murders of the couple in 

Washington, D.C. and the 

firebombing in Boulder, Colorado. 

The significance of these events 

and others that SCN has reported 

on canôt be overstated to the 

Jewish community throughout the 

country. One of the consequences 

of these events  is that we must 

uplift our safety and security for 

every building that our 

membership lives in, goes to, or 

visits. These antisemitic behaviors 

by a few threaten the safety of 

everyone who is of our religion. 

I struggled to find the energy to 

write this article as I worried 

about the messages being given 

out by the federal government 

and others across our nation. I 

really wanted to provide an 

uplifting message that our 

community is strong in its beliefs 

of service to the community, 

assistance to each other, and the 

value of our congregations and 

Federation. I still want to 

emphasize that as a Federation in 

Northwest Indiana, we are strong 

in our commitment to our 

congregations, our religious and 

lay leaders, our careers, and in 

our communities throughout 

Northwest Indiana. 

We have continued to have great 

programming. The Yom HaShoah, 

Yom HaZikaron, Yom HaôAtzmaut, 

and Israel Solidarity Day 

programs were very meaningful 

to the excellent groups of 

attendees. The presenters 

included students, religious 

leaders, IDF soldiers, second 

generation Holocaust survivors, 

Federation officers, and staff. All 

these programs were even more 

relevant in these days of 

uncertainty. We really appreciate 

all the work of the Israel 

Awareness Committee, led by 

Miriam Marcus, in organizing 

these amazing and resonant 

programs. We were particularly 

proud to conclude the events by 

planting a memorial tree 

dedicated to Oct 7th victims. 

The Culture and Education 

Committee program presented by 

Carol Culberg on her trip to Israel 

was most interesting. The Jewish 

Community Relations Committee 

led by Rosalie Levinson has been 

quite involved in sending 

materials out to local high schools 

and planning for the Comedy for 

Peace program at Valparaiso 

University in September (see 

page eight for more details). 

Thank you to all these tireless 

committee volunteers for doing so 

much to enrich Jewish life here. 

I wish all a pleasant and safe 

summer ahead! 

Mark B. Sperling, 
Ed.D. 

President 

mark373@aol.com 

Itôs been a full spring here at 

the Federation. Grief group 

continued our weekly meetings 

to connect  and reflect on life 

after losing someone 

important. The JCEC book club 

enjoyed some lively discussion 

over two new selections, The 

Love Elixir of August Stern and 

On Her Own. Weôre all looking 

forward to diving into our next 

book, Displaced Persons by 

Joan Leegant. And save the 

date for our next program, an 

interactive retelling of Houdiniôs 

life and magic demonstration. 

Strange days, unwavering belief 

Jewish Culture and Education 
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Jewish Community Relations Committee 

On Sunday, September 7 at 

4pm, JCRC will sponsor 

Comedy For Peace. Founded 

by a Jewish Israeli, the group 

features Jewish, Muslim and 

Christian comedians who 

seek to bring us together 

with laughs and serious 

discussion. Valparaiso 

University has agreed to co-

sponsor the event, which will 

take place in the Valparaiso 

University Union.  To reach 

as many community 

members as possible with 

this important event, we are 

waiving all ticket fees, 

though an RSVP is still 

required to attend. Thanks so 

much to everyone working to 

make this major interfaith 

event happen in 2025. Stay 

tuned for more details and 

RSVP information. 

 

Rosalie  
Levinson 

JCRC Chair 

 

Comedy for 

Peace Sponsors  

Needed! 

The Federation is waiving all 
ticket fees for Comedy for Peace. 
Weôre looking for sponsors to 
help offset expenses.  
 
Gifts of $100 or more receive: 
 
Ý Four tickets with premium 
event seating. 
 

Ý Name recognition in the 
event program, the 
Federation annual report, and 
the Illiana News. 

 
Ý If applicable, listing in the 
Federation's upcoming 
Preferred Business directory. 

 
Ready to help? Call the office at 
219.301.0960 or scan the QR 
code to fill out the online form.  
 
 
 
Thank you for  
your support! 

Sweet  
Summer  
Memories 

Itôs so hard to pick! I 

remember spending hours 

drifting in my parentsô pool, 

and visiting family in the 

Thumb of Michigan. Ice cream 

cones up there simply tasted 

better than anywhere else. 

Tracie Martin 
JFNWI Marketing Associate 

Committee Update 



2025ðIlliana News Summer Issue ƀ 9  

 

Committee Update  

Miriam Marcus 

IAC Chair 

On June 13th, Israel launched a 

preemptive military strike against 

Iran's nuclear infrastructure, 

including a coordinated attack on 

Iranian nuclear facilities, missile 

production sites, and key military 

personnel. Not surprisingly, this 

resulted in immediate and 

sustained missile and drone 

strikes on Israel for the week that 

followed. While the Israeli 

authorities indicate that 95% of 

all threats were intercepted, 

multiple civilian sites were hit 

across the country, including a 

direct hit on the Soroka Medical 

Center in Beer Sheva. Serious 

injuries and a small number of 

fatalities have been reported as a 

results of these attacks. The 

strikes by Israel were extremely 

successful and paved the way for 

the United States to bomb three 

of Iranôs major nuclear production 

sites, effectively shutting down 

Iranôs current ability to produce a 

nuclear weapon.   

This is seen by Israel and the US 

administration as a historic 

victory more than 20 years in the 

making. However, for our Israeli 

friends and family their lives have 

been turned upside down once 

again. Families have been 

displaced due to extensive 

property damage, and ñnormalò 

life has ground to a halt as red 

alerts occur numerous times each 

day and each night.  No one is 

eating or sleeping properly, yet 

they somehow maintain their 

sense of humor throughout the 

most challenging times.  

Our Partnership (P2G Western 

Galilee) hosted a Solidarity Zoom 

on June 22 and all of the 

attendees from the US 

consortium communities 

marveled at our Israeli friendsô 

resilience and sense of 

humor. They remain strong and 

hopeful, but they are also 

extremely grateful to know they 

have our support. It means the 

world to them. 

They are still hopeful that they 

will be able to host us in the 

Western Galilee for the Hatikva 

Summit this October.  See the 

flyer included here to learn more. 

Israel Awareness Committee 
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We Remember 

Right: Robert Kallus lights a candle after 

sharing a survivor story. 

 

Below: Attendees Lisa Giglio and Miriam 

Marcus explore the many historical items 

on display. These pictures, videos, 

albums, and artifacts helped bring these 

stories to vivid life. 

The tale-tellers from the event stand together in solidarity. They are, 

from left: Rosalie Levinson, Dr. Joe Levy, Julie Wodarski, Steve 

Farkas, Carol Culberg, Robert Kallus, Mike Handler, Marilyn Hirsch, 

and Steve Handler. 

The Federation was honored 

to once again host a 

remembrance of Yom 

HaShoah, providing a place 

for the community to gather 

and remember those lost in 

the Holocaust. In a JFNWI 

first, the event featured 

second generation Holocaust 

survivor testimonials. Nine 

community members all 

shared vivid stories of their 

familyôs experiences with the 

Holocaust. From harrowing 

tales of starvation and 

survival, to warm 

remembrances of growing up 

in the Region after the war, 

each painted a portrait of a 

people determined to live full 

lives that shout ñNever 

Again.ò Thank you to the tale 

tellers for making sure our 

Regionôs stories are never 

lost, and the JFNWI Board 

Members ð all second-

generation Holocaust 

survivors ð who worked 

tirelessly to bring this event 

to the community. 

Yom HaShoah 
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Enriching Jewish life in Northwest Indiana, Israel, and around the world through 

service, programming, advocacy, and fundraising. 

The Tale-Tellersô Stories 

Whatôs it like to grow up as a second generation Holocaust survivor? 

We interviewed event participants to find out. 

They could tell you all about the 

White Sox and their losing streak, 

recite the history of every kosher 

deli in Chicagoland, but when 

asked about their Holocaust 

experience, most survivors: 

ñThey just wouldnôt talk about it.ò   

Itôs a common refrain from every 

second generation survivor we 

spoke with: parents who needed 

a few glasses of wine before even 

talking about their childhood 

before the war, who simply 

wanted to forget the Holocaust 

happened. ñNo one talked about 

anything,ò says Julie Wodarski, a 

second generation survivor raised 

in Chicagoôs south suburbs. 

ñThere wasnôt even a word for 

what happened ð the óHolocaustô 

ð until the 60ôs.ò It was a topic 

so taboo that Julie ñgrew up 

literally across the street on the 

south side of Chicago from 

another Holocaust survivor 

family, and I had no idea.ò In 

fact, Julie didnôt learn this fact 

until decades later at the 

Federationôs Sliding Doors 2019 

event, which aimed to connect 

local second generation survivors 

to share their Holocaust 

memories and experiences 

growing up with survivors, when 

she met JFNWI member Carol 

Culberg. Says Carol:  ñWe started 

talking and realized we grew up 

across the street from each 

other. We hadnôt seen each other 

in 60 years. We just couldnôt 

believe it.ò  

Though the subject of the 

Holocaust was a silent one, it left 

a large impact on all second 

generation survivorôs childhoods. 

ñI knew from a very young age 

that Mommy didnôt have her 

sister and brother. She wouldnôt 

tell me why, but whenever they 

said Kaddish for them at services, 

she would squeeze my hand so 

tight. I remember that feeling to 

this day.ò Carol had a similar 

memory to share: ñSome people 

have a lot of trauma around the 

Holocaust in their childhood. I 

didnôt: my parents tried to 

channel their grief into hard work 

and building a new life here for 

their children.ò But still Carol felt 

the impact: ñThey made sure I 

was never alone. Ever. My 

summers and after school hours  

were filled with camps and 

groups and clubs. They wanted to 

be sure I was safe and happy at 

all times.ò  

This quiet transmission of 

sadness resonates with fellow 

event tale-teller Robert Kallus. A 

former professor and 

psychologist, Bob often teaches 

about intergenerational trauma 

transfer. ñElie Wieselôs Night 

explains it so well: The past 

lingers in the present. I teach my 

students that trauma doesnôt end 

with the traumatized. It 

reverberates into the future.ò 

Often, in surprising ways. Says 

Carol Culberg: ñFor years and 

years, I wanted absolutely 

nothing to do with Germany. No 

food. No drink. I wouldnôt even 

buy a pair of German scissors, 

and remember this was long 

before global trade exploded. 

Everything mechanical then was 

made in Germany.ò For Julie, the 

impact on some of her family was 

profound: ñAll through my 

childhood, my older brother really 

struggled to connect with my 

father. None of us could figure 

out why. It wasnôt until I 

discovered when I was 19 that 

my brother had lived in England 

as part of the Kindertransport 

that I 

From left: Rabbis Gidon Isaacs, 

Mariana Gindlin, and Diane 

Tracht lead the Hatikva. 

Above: Rosalie Levinson shares 

her motherôs story of surviving 

the concentration camps. 

 

Below: Marilyn Hirsch, Mike 

Handler, and Steven Handler 

remember their motherôs story. 

We Remember 

Continued on page 27 

Yom HaShoah (cont.) 
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Above left: Danielle and Itai  Bachar. 

Below: Noar and Atid participants enjoy 

a rehearsal night pizza party. 

Above: The community stands for the Israeli memorial sirens. 

Above right: Julia and Elad Bachar reciting the Yizkor 

Below: Noar and Atid participants who shared the memories 

of Israelôs fallen soldiers and victims of terror. 

The Federation once again 

hosted this annual 

commemoration of Israelôs 

recent fallen soldiers and victims 

of terror. This yearôs ceremony 

featured eight community teens, 

who recited the biographies of 

fallen soldiers and October 7th 

victims, and their young voices 

really helped bring home the 

lost potential of all the young 

lives they remembered. Thank 

you to everyone who worked so 

hard to bring this meaningful 

program to our community. 

We Remember 

Yom HaZikaron 
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Enriching Jewish life in Northwest Indiana, Israel, and around the world through 

service, programming, advocacy, and fundraising. 

 

 

We Remember 

An Update on Jordyôs 

Tree in Israel 

 

The P2G Educatorôs 

delegation paid a visit to 

Jordyôs Garden in Kfar 

Masaryk, Israel to see the 

tree the JFNWI planted in 

his honor there. 

Above: JFNWIôs Emily Benedix and Judy Katz, 

P2G delegate speakers Golan Rosenberg of 

Kibbutz Yehiam, Shimon Buskila of Kibbutz Kfar 

Masaryk and  Meital Beham of Kibbutz Matzuva  

Below: Dancing the hora at a special Sunday 

School class at CBI 

The community completed the 

days of remembrance with a 

memorable Yom HaôAtzmaut. 

After a enjoying a delicious 

breakfast buffet, everyone was 

gripped by the first-person 

accounts of P2G delegates from 

Israel, each of whom shared 

their stories of life in Israel 

during and after the October 7th 

attacks. After exploring the 

Wings of Hope art display, the 

community gathered on the 

Federation lawn for a tree 

dedication in honor of all 

October 7th victims. Everyone 

at the Federation is profoundly 

grateful to the delegates for 

sharing these accounts, and to 

our friends at 

Partnership2Gether for helping 

make their trip possible.  

Above: Who can ever say no to an 

Israeli breakfast buffet? 

 

Below right: Committee member 

Miriam Marcus dedicates a tree on 

the JFNWIôs lawn in memory of all 

October 7th victims.  

Above: Shimon stands in front 

the JFNWI tree, thriving in 

Jordyôs memorial garden. 

 

Below: The P2G Educators 

delegates together in Jordyôs 

Garden. The rock is hand-

painted with his image. 

Yom HaôAtzmaut/Israel Solidarity Day 
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Community Programming 

The FOF crew had a lively spring 

full of adventure. At the end of 

April, Federation staff were 

pleased to host a programming 

Open House to allow the 

community to offer helpful 

feedback on services they need 

and want.  

In early May, Visiting Angels 

joined us for a Lunch and Learn 

to talk about their offerings and 

long term care opportunities.  

We closed the month with an 

amazing day trip to the Jacob 

Henry Mansion in Joliet for a 

delicious buffet lunch and Lucille 

Ball retrospective. It was a blast 

from beginning to end, as you 

can see! We donôt think anyone is 

going to forget the gorgeous 

grounds, delicious meal, great 

performance, or the taxidermy 

display (!) anytime soon.  

June got off to a winning start 

with our BINGO lunch. With 

exciting events scheduled like a 

Nate the Great show in July and 

a picnic in August, weôre looking 

forward to a full summer of 

connection for our Friends of 

Federation members. Stay tuned 

for RSVP info and more details 

for all our summer happenings. 

Above: Lunch at the Jacob Henry Mansion with Lucy! 

Below: FOF members tune in to an engaging talk from the Visiting 

Angels  organization (left)

Above: At the Jacob Henry Mansion 

Friends of Federation 



2025ðIlliana News Summer Issue ƀ 15  

 

Community Programming 

J-Connect is growingðand so is 

our community! Weôve expanded 

our age range to include those in 

their 20s through 50s, and weôre 

excited to welcome even more 

people into the fun this summer. 

On May 17th, we gathered for a 

beautiful evening of Havdalah 

and sômoresðcomplete with 

singing, great conversation, and 

delicious food. Huge thanks to 

Erica and Aaron Yakovetz for 

graciously hosting!  

Then, we all had a blast 

gathering for Jews & Brews on 

June 19th. It was a night of great 

conversation, snacks, and drinks 

at Oberfalz Brewery. 

Looking ahead, weôre planning a 

wine tasting and a beach dayð

stay tuned for details and donôt 

forget to join our WhatsApp 

group. Email 

rachelfront@federationonline.org 

to stay in the know! 
Rachel Front 

Programming Coordinator 

Above right: Hanging on the 

patio at New Oberpflaz. (From 

top left) Michael Front, Erica and 

Aaron Yakovetz, Jason Hecht, 

Rachel Saller, Samantha Latham, 

Rachel Front, Benjamin Sokol, 

(from bottom left) Samantha 

Nadolski, Briana Garcia, Krystal 

Hecht, Julia Hernandez 

Above left: It was the perfect 

night for a bonfire. Thatôs Tucker, 

moving in for lots of pets. 

Bottom: Host Erica Yakovetz, 

Benjamin Sokol, Rachel Front, 

Rachel Saller, Margarita 

Rayzberg, Ethan Hirsch, and Liraz 

and Eyal Tenenbaum. 

J-Connect (20-50) 
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Keeping up with  

Itôs hard to believe we have 

wrapped up another school year! 

We had a beautiful day for an 

outdoor graduation. There were 

14 graduates and families 

gathered together to celebrate. 

We sang our favorite song 

ñWeôre off to Kindergartenò as 

we said goodbye to families that 

have been here for years. We 

wish them well as they embark 

on their new adventure in 

Kindergarten! 

Camp Kô Ton Ton begins June 

17th! We are excited for lots of 

water fun and outdoor activities! 

We have a full camp roster, 

welcoming some new faces and 

reuniting with some familiar 

ones. 

There are a few spots remaining 

for the 2025-2026 school year. 

Call 219.301.0961 to learn more 

or get a tour! 

Bailey Hoffman 

KôTon Ton Director 

bailey@federationonline.org 
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Whatôs going on with 

Rachel Saller 

Programming Coordinator 

rachel@federationonline.org 

If youôre new to our community, 

Atid is for kids who are in grades 

6-8 and Noar is for kids in grades 

9-12. There are organized 

activities for these groups as 

well. If you want to know more 

about these groups, please reach 

out to me. If you are already on 

the email list for these groups, be 

on the lookout for an email about 

getting together in August for a 

Planning, Pizza, and Popcorn 

party!  

Kids who are interested in 

helping plan out activities for the 

upcoming school year are 

welcome to come and present 

their ideas. Even if they donôt 

have any ideas, have them come 

to socialize and enjoy the food.  

Noar, Atid, and the PJ Our Way crew celebrated Shavuot with ice cream in Munsterôs Centennial park. 
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Summer is finally here! We are excited for more 

park playdates and all of the splash pads! Be on 

the email lookout for pop-up park or splash pad 

playdates throughout the summer.  If you are 

reading this and are not a part of my email group 

and need more information, please reach out to 

me ASAP. The more, the merrier!  

Our two PJ Library youth groups serve Jewish 

children and the families raising them. PJ Library 

is for families with kids from birth-8. PJ Our Way 

is for kids ages 9-12. Both groups feature regular 

fun activities, family get togethers, and a free 

book every month!   

Want to be part of the PJ family? Reach out to me at Rachel@federationonline.org 

PJ Our Way 
member 
Doree 
Cramer as 
Anne Frank 
for a school 
project. 

Shavuot in the Park. 

Nate the Great story hour with author Andrew Sharmat 

Passover fun with Rabbi Isaacs. 
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Rachel Saller 

Programming Coordinator 

rachel@federationonline.org 

Calling all  

Grandparents  

of Littles! 

Are you a grandparent of a 
child 5 and under?  

Join the Federationôs brand-
new 

Grandparents Group.  
 

Who doesnôt need a little help 
keeping up with those tiny balls of 
energy? Get the kids out of the 
house and off screens and spend 
some time with other grandparents 
and smalls at the Federation or lo-
cal parks. Commiserate while you 
enjoy these wonderful, precious 

years with  
Federation friends.   

 
 
 

Ready to have some fun and con-
nection? Contact Rachel Saller at  
rachel@federationonline.org.   

 

New  

Grandparents  

Group!  

Are you a  

business owner? 

Want to put your brand in 

front of Jewish families 

across NWI? 

The Federation is thrilled to 

announce PJ Library is now 

accepting corporate sponsors. This 

beloved program provides Jewish 

children throughout the Region with 

a free Jewish-themed book every 

month for a full year. As a corporate 

sponsor, you could enjoy: 

¶ Branded placement on each 

monthly book mailer. 

¶ Acknowledgement in our 

quarterly news magazine, the 

Illiana News. 

¶ Major event podium and 

program acknowledgements. 

¶ E-blast access to our KôTon Ton 

To learn more,  

email Rachel Saller at 

Rachel@federationonline.org 

mailto:rachel@federationonline.org
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Sinai Temple 

Rabbi Fred Reeves 

Sinai Temple Shabbat Services in 

the months of July and August 

will change to 6pm CT. We will 

return to our 7pm schedule from 

September through June. 

Rabbi Fred Reeves leads our 

Shabbat Service twice a month, in 

prayer and music and thought-

provoking Torah commentaries. 

Our dedicated lay leaders fill in on 

the Fridays when Rabbi is not 

here. Rabbiôs Torah study takes 

place on Saturday mornings at 

10am following the Friday nights 

he is here to conduct our Shabbat 

service. These classes are 

engaging and educational and 

open to all interested in learning 

and widening their horizons.  

There will be no Shabbat service 

on July 4th. 

Shabbat services on July 11 will 

be outdoors at the Lions shelter in 

the LaPorte Creek Ridge County 

Park. The service will be 

conducted by Rabbi Fred Reeves 

at 5:30pm, and a pot luck dinner 

will follow. In addition, there will 

be three pot luck dinners at the 

home of Carolyn Berkowitz after 

Shabbat services on July 25, 

August 8, and August 22. 

The Sinai Temple 32nd Annual Golf 

Outing is on Friday, August 15, at 

Briar Leaf Golf Club in LaPorte, 

IN, beginning at 8am.  

My favorite part of summer as 
a child was riding my bicycle 
around the neighborhood, both 
on and off road, from morning 
till dusk.    

Chris Sarafin 
JFNWI Administrative 
Associate 

Sweet Summer 
Memories 



2025ðIlliana News Summer Issue ƀ 21  

 

This year, Israel once again 

captivated audiences worldwide 

by securing an impressive second 

place at the Eurovision Song 

Contest. The accomplishment 

underscores profound global 

support for Israel, especially 

notable during a period of 

increased tensions. 

In the recent contest, Israelôs 

entry received the maximum 12 

points from public voters in 

countries including Australia, 

Azerbaijan, Belgium, France, 

Germany, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland, and the 

United Kingdom. Remarkably, 

Israel also captured the ñrest of 

the worldò voteðcomprised of 

Eurovision enthusiasts from 

countries outside the contest. 

Additionally, substantial support 

came from public voters in 

Cyprus, Czechia, Finland, Ireland, 

Norway, and San Marino, who 

awarded Israel a commendable 

ten points. 

This overwhelming endorsement 

from diverse populations globally 

delivers a clear message: despite 

the often loud and violent pro-

terrorist groups, global support 

for Israel manifested peacefully 

through their votes, highlighting 

the stark contrast between those 

who advocate through violence 

and those who choose harmony 

and solidarity. 

Yuval Raphael, Israelôs 

representative this year, brought 

more than just her powerful voice 

to the Eurovision stage. A 

survivor of the horrific Hamas 

attack at the Nova music festival, 

Yuval endured unimaginable 

trauma, hiding under bodies for 

hours until rescue arrived. Her 

moving performance of the song 

ñNew Day Will Riseò resonated 

profoundly with global audiences. 

Her presence and heartfelt 

message stood in defiant contrast 

to the hate-filled demonstrations 

occurring outside the event. Yuval 

wore a striking dress reminiscent 

of Batman, in honor of four-year-

old Ariel Bibas, tragically 

murdered alongside his mother 

Shiri and younger brother Kfir 

after their abduction during the 

attack on Kibbutz Nir Oz. 

Growing up, Eurovision songs 

were part of the fabric of my 

cultural identity. I recall singing 

along to iconic 

Israeli entries like 

ñA Ba Ni Bi,ò  

ñHallelujah,ò  

ñToy,ò ñOle Ole,ò 

ñChai,ò ñKan,ò 

ñYavo Yom,ò 

ñHora,ò and 

ñDerech 

Hamelech,ò each 

reflecting Israelôs 

vibrant spirit and 

hopeful message. 

These songs were 

much more than 

entertainmentð

they were 

expressions of Israelôs rich 

cultural tapestry, creative energy, 

and profound desire for peace and 

friendship among nations. 

Music, at its core, serves as an 

ambassador for dialogue, unity, 

and solidarity. Israelôs consistent 

success and popularity at 

Eurovision affirms its role as a 

beacon of creativity and peace, 

triumphing over adversity. It is an 

enduring testament to how art 

and culture can inspire global 

communities to choose solidarity 

and harmony over conflict and 

hatred. May this inspire us to 

remain strong and united, as we 

pray fervently for the swift return 

of all captives and an end to this 

war. Am Israel Chai! 

 

Congregation Beth Israel 

Rabbi Cantor Mariana Gindlin 
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Chabad of Northwest Indiana 

Rabbi Eliezer Zalmanov 

I was six years old and my family 

was planning a summer trip to 

Israel. My father had not seen his 

parents for several years, and we 

were going to spend a few weeks 

with them in Kfar Chabad, the 

village they lived in just outside 

of Tel Aviv. 

This was in 1986, shortly after 

the Space Shuttle Challenger 

disaster, which, coupled with 

recent hijackings, especially of 

flights traveling to Israel, caused 

me to suddenly become anxious 

about boarding an aircraft and 

flying across the ocean. So my 

parents suggested that I write a 

letter to the Rebbe describing my 

concerns and asking the Rebbe 

for a blessing for a safe trip. 

Growing up, we were taught that 

the Rebbe was always the 

address for all concerns in life. 

And in the earlier years of the his 

leadership, he would respondð

sometimes at lengthðto each 

letter, and published many of 

these responses. 

But in later years, as the amount 

of letters the Rebbe would 

receive grew tremendously, most 

people no longer received full 

letters in response. Instead, the 

Rebbe would pen a few short 

words in response to each letter, 

and his aides would then contact 

the writer of the letter to convey 

the Rebbeôs response, word-for-

word. Almost always, these 

responses included the phrase 

ñAzkir al hatziyonòðI will mention 

your letter at the ñOhel,ò the 

grave of the previous Rebbe. 

(The Rebbe would visit the grave 

of his father-in-law and 

predecessor regularly, where he 

would read many of the letters he 

received from around the world.) 

So as a young child, I was hoping 

to receive a personal blessing 

from the Rebbe for a safe trip. 

However, to my dismay , the only 

response I received was a simple 

ñAzkir al hatziyon.ò 

My parents explained to me how 

busy the Rebbe was, and that he 

often told people that the mere 

fact that he brought the letters to 

the Ohel was the greatest 

indication that he is praying for 

us, and we therefore do not need 

to receive a full-length or even 

detailed response when writing to 

the Rebbe. If you wrote to the 

Rebbe, and especially if the 

Rebbe responded with ñAzkir al 

hatziyon,ò that was all you 

needed. Your request for a 

blessing has been received and 

the Rebbe is praying for you. 

As an adult in 2025, reflecting on 

that memory, I realize how 

formative that moment was for 

me. At six years old, I may not 

have fully grasped the power of 

those simple words, ñAzkir al 

hatziyon,ò but over the years, 

they have come to symbolize 

something much greater than a 

personal reassurance. They 

embody the timeless connection 

between the Rebbe and his 

followersða connection that 

transcends physical presence and 

continues to inspire me to this 

dayðeven (or perhaps especially) 

today, more than 30 years after 

the Rebbeôs passing. 

In a world that often feels 

fragmented and uncertain, I am 

reminded of the unwavering 

certainty those words offered. 

They teach me that even when 

lifeôs challenges seem daunting, 

there is strength in knowing that 

our prayers are heard, that 

someone is advocating for us, 

and that we are never alone. 

As I now write this, decades later 

in the weeks before the Rebbeôs 

yahrtzeit, I am filled with 

gratitude not only for the Rebbeôs 

blessings but for the lessons in 

trust, faith, and resilience they 

instilled in me. Itôs a perspective 

I strive to share with my own 

children, emphasizing that the 

seeds of faith planted in our 

youth can blossom into the 

guiding principles that sustain us 

throughout our lives. 

Growing up, all of my aunts, uncles, first cousins, and one set of 

grandparents lived in Israel whenever we visited, we did so in the summer. 

I have so many memories but highlights include playing soccer barefoot in 

the hot summer sun, eating delicious sweet Israeli popsicles, a 

conversational swirl of accented English (both Israeli and British) and more 

and more Hebrew as I grew older and the warm embrace of family.  

Rabbi Gidon Isaacs 
Temple Beit Shalom 

Sweet Summer Memories 
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Anyone trying to stay informed 

nowadays finds themselves facing 

a divided and discordant world. 

The tension outside our doors is 

so pervasive that it can be 

difficult to look out the window on 

a beautiful, sunny summer day 

and enjoy a moment of peace. It 

feels like there is something 

simmering just below the surface 

waiting to bubble up and disrupt 

even a solitary, peaceful 

moment. Amidst all this turmoil 

we need something to lift our 

spirits. One way to do this is to 

remember that our lives are not 

lived on a global or even national 

level; we live on a human scale. 

Treating others with love and 

kindness and looking for stories 

of others doing the same can 

provide the sort of uplift we need. 

Spending time with the book of 

Ruth in the lead up to Shavuot 

provided such inspiration. If you 

havenôt read it before, take some 

time this summer to give yourself 

the gift of this beautiful, brief 

book of the Tanakh (bible). 

The core Jewish concept of 

chesed, sits at the heart of the 

Book of Ruth. Chesed is a Hebrew 

word translated as grace, which 

is a way to describe kindness 

toward others which is motivated 

purely by a desire to do good, 

with no expectation of 

recompense or reward. 

The Book of Ruth depicts a world 

filled with chesed/grace; all the 

charactersô interactions are 

governed by it. 

As we immerse ourselves in the 

story, we are inspired by a world 

in which characters see the 

essential humanity in others, 

ignoring differences such as 

ethnicity, age, and religion. 

Visiting the world of Ruth, we are 

reminded that living in a 

community where people treat 

others and are treated with 

chesed is whatôs most important; 

it leads to real happiness. This is 

not to say that we ignore the 

important struggles of the global 

village, but it helps us find 

balance. The story of Ruth helps 

us to know that we can find 

peace at home, even while 

acknowledging the real work that 

remains to be done for our nation 

and our world. This summer and 

for all times in the future, may 

you find peace and know chesed. 

Temple Beit Shalom 

Rabbi Gidon Isaacs 

Enjoying our Havadalah and smores event in May. 

Rabbi Isaacôs dog Emmy made the day! Donôt worry: she didnôt get 

any chocolate, but it wasnôt for lack of trying.  
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Temple Israel Valparaiso 

Rabbi Shoshana Feferman 

Last day of Sunday School! Next Sunday school begins August 24th.  

Yom HaShoah Speaker Emilia 

Justyna Powell with past speaker 

Rosalie Levinson. 

Kids table at Seder. 

Member Sarah Manolios (center) 

reading from the Torah and 

leading services for her final 

course work in Rabbinical studies. 

Above: Griffin Gold leads prayers 

with Rabbi during Shavuot after 

baseball in preparation for his 

upcoming Bar Mitzvah. 

 

Below: Michelle Harris, the first 

Jewish woman elected to Porter 

County Council, next to her 

mention in Trent Pendleyôs display 

of Jewish History of Valparaiso.  

 

Trent Pendley gave a well-

attended talk for Jewish History 

Month at Porter County Library. 

Learning about Passover! 
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Temple Israel Miller 

Rabbi Diane Tracht 

It was an honor for Temple Israel 

to co-sponsor the Northwest 

Indiana Pride Festival this month. 

As a queer Rabbi, I especially 

appreciated the opportunity to 

help lead an interfaith service that 

began to address the harm religion 

has caused (and continues to 

cause) to LGBTQ+ people, and to 

celebrate us in our communities 

and the world. For me, it was a 

taste of olam haba, the world to 

come, where every person can 

show up as their authentic and 

fabulous selvesðno matter our 

religions, genders, or sexual 

orientations. We are stronger 

together, and you're always 

welcome to join us at Temple 

Israel for a bit more of that olam 

haba feeling!  

(above) Temple Israel 

Miller members and 

their families 

celebrated Passover 

with a Membership 

Seder hosted by Rabbi 

Diane Tracht.  
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July 2025  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 

 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

June 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 

 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 

 

26 27 28 

29 30      

OFFICE CLOSED KôTON TON/JCY 

JEWISH HOLIDAYS 

JFNWI PROGRAMMING 

11am: Chair Yoga 

11am: Chair Yoga 

1pm: Torah Class 

11am: Chair Yoga 

11am: Chair Yoga 

SINAI TEMPLE  

TEMPLE ISRAEL MILLER 

TEMPLE ISRAEL VALPO 

TEMPLE BEIT SHALOM 

CHABAD OF NWI 

1pm: Grief Relief 

1pm: Grief Relief 

12pm: FOF Bingo 
Lunch. 

1pm: Coffee &  
Connections 

1pm: CBI Torah Class 

11am: Chair Yoga 

1pm: Torah Class 

1pm: Torah Class 

1pm: Torah Class 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

KTT Camp First Day

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 1pm: Grief Relief 

1pm: Grief Relief 

1pm: Grief Relief 

3pm: Pre-K Graduation  

CBI 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

JCY Camp First Day

12pm: FOF Lunch 
Out (Tomato Bar) 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

1pm: CBI Torah Class 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

12pm: FOF Lunch 
Out (R-Bar and Grill) 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

1pm: Grief Relief 

Shavuot 
7pm: JFNWI Book 
Club 

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

11am: Chair Yoga 

1pm: CBI Torah Class 

1pm: Coffee &  
Connections 

1pm: Grief Relief 

11am: Chair Yoga 12pm: Houdini 
Program 

JCY & KTT Camp 

Last Day  

Fourth of July 

12pm: FOF  Lunch  
Program (Nate the 
Great Magic Show) 

12pm:  
Summer 
Picnic  

1pm: Coffee & 
Connections 

7pm: Zoom Book 

Discussion w/Rabbi 

11:30am: Volunteer 

Appreciation Lunch 

Fatherôs Day 

Jews & Brews 



2025ðIlliana News Summer Issue ƀ 27  

 

understood. My father and 

brother, they both tried, 

but they just never got the 

relationship they wanted.ò 

For many second 

generation survivors, itôs 

the third generation that 

made them start searching 

for answers. Says Carol: ñI 

poked around a bit, but I 

didnôt really search for any 

history until my son 

insisted, after my father 

died, that we visit the 

town in Germany where 

he grew up.ò For Carol, 

this was a profoundly 

pivotal experience. ñBeing 

there, seeing all the 

stolpersteins  (small 

stones that mark 

properties seized from 

Jews), it really helped to 

make sense of the 

landscape of his life.ò  

Julie, too, felt a similar 

later-in-life pull to dig 

deeper: ñWe kids started 

talking, gathering info bit 

by bit.ò Now, the family 

has a website dedicated  

to their Holocaust history 

and building it, Julie says, 

helped them all connect 

the dots about the ghosts 

in the corners that 

haunted their childhoods. 

ñFor me, I had to find 

some history I never knew 

about,ò says Robert, ñbut 

we have to gather these 

stories before people 

forget how easy it is to let 

evil seep into the world. 

What could be more 

important?òé 

Have a 2nd generation 

story to share? The 

Federation is gathering 

NWI Jewish history. Email 

tracie@federationonline.org 

 

 

 
RSVP at 219.301.0960 

UPCOMING EVENTS: The Tale-Tellers Story  
continued from page 11. 
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Sweet Summer Memories 

My favorite 
summertime memories 
are of spending my 
vacations in Memphis, 
Tennessee with my 
grandparents.  

Patti Anderson 
JCY Coordinator and 
Administrative Associate 

I remember riding my bike or 

rollerblading with my friends to the old 

Munster Pool and probably annoying all 

of the lifeguards. We would spend 

almost every day there!  

Rachel Saller 
Program Coordinator: 

 PJ Library and Noar/Atid 

Mazel Tov 
The Federation is 

thrilled share our 

community has 

grown in the last 

few months!  

Baby George 
Francis Hecht 

Born April 11, 2025. 
 
Georgeôs parents are 
Krystle and Jason 
Hecht, and his older 
sister is Chloe. 

Welcome to the world, George & Noam! 

Baby Noam 
Israel Herszberg 

Born Jan 23, 2025. 
 
Noamôs parents are 
Elyahu and Dayna 
Herszberg, and his 
older sister Eden. 


