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The View from the Presidentôs Chair 

Just the other day, we passed the 

6-month mark in the War 

between Israel and Hamas. 

Thousands have been killed or 

wounded and the hostages are 

still imprisoned by Hamas in 

various locations which may or 

may not be known to the Israelis. 

Together as the NWI Federation 

we pray for peace in the region 

along with the safe release for all 

the remaining hostages. We have 

continued to hope upon hope that 

there will be a successful and 

peaceful conclusion to this war 

begun by Hamas on October 7th. 

On a topic that impacts all of us, 

Jews around the United States 

and in many countries of the 

world have dealt with an 

increasing amount of 

antisemitism. This cannot be 

tolerated as any form of racist or 

religious bigotry cannot be 

tolerated in this or any country. 

These acts, whether by words or 

actions, only lead to something 

that will develop a life of its own. 

In the United States we have 

seen the rapid growth of violence 

with the use of guns at parades, 

family gatherings, and even 

funerals. 

Recently, the Indiana Legislature 

debated HB 1002, a bill that was 

authored by Rep. Chris Jeter, R-

Fishers. The House version had  

the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance definition 

of antisemitism to the bill, but left 

out language pointing to 

examples of antisemitism that the 

IHRA examples, along with the 

definition. The Senate version 

removed the IHRA definition, 

which created a great deal of 

consternation Jewish groups. 

When it reached a conference 

committee, the definition without 

the examples was placed back 

into it. It isnôt everything that we 

wanted, but it is in my opinion a 

good step forward to removing 

antisemitism from schools and 

school corporations throughout 

the state. The Governor decided 

against signing this bill putting 

the law into effect for the state. 

He did provide a proclamation 

against antisemitism. 

Unfortunately, it wonôt stop 

antisemitism across the country 

and world, but itôs a start here at 

home. I hope the legislature 

revisits the bill next term and 

puts in all of the IHRA definition 

and examples so there is no 

question about the intent of the 

legislation. 

Back at home, the Jewish 

Federation continues to do 

excellent work reaching out to the 

community to honor the citizens 

of Israel under attack, support 

our excellent partnership in the 

Galilee, raise needed fund for the 

Jewish Federation of North 

America, have workshops on 

Antisemitism by the American 

Jewish Council and Anti-

Defamation League, with great 

support by all the NWI 

congregations. Special 

acknowledgment goes out to 

Miriam Marcus, Judy Katz, Rosalie 

Levinson, Emily Benedix, Vicky 

Odegaard, and the JFNWI staff for 

all their efforts to support and 

enhance our Galilee partnership, 

the people of Israel, and the 

Jewish population of NWI. Several 

of us had the opportunity to be at 

the discussion conducted by Carol 

Culberg on her recent trip and 

experiences in Israel. She 

conveyed great insights from the 

people she interacted with there. 

Thanks to all of our new and 

current Board Members for their 

active participation on 

committees and activities in their 

congregations that enhance our 

Federationôs impact on Northwest 

Indiana. I hope everyone has a 

wonderful Pesach with your 

families. 

Mark B. Sperling, 
Ed.D. 

President 

mark373@aol.com 
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From the Executive Directorôs Desk 
Where is the balance between 

that elusive judgment of being a 

ñGood Jewò and recognizing our 

limitations as human beings? 

Although, I have yet to find one 

clear definition or example of 

what this elusive ñGood Jewò 

looks like. 

Is a ñGood Jewò automatically a 

Zionist without question? Or are 

they critical of Israel and its 

policies, setting a higher standard 

for the people who are to be a 

light among nations? Does it 

mean combating antisemitism in 

any form, no matter how vague? 

Or does it prioritize individual 

freedoms over hateful comments 

and stereotypes? Should a ñGood 

Jewò focus on their local 

community and be active in a 

synagogue regardless of their 

thoughts on state, federal, and 

international issues? Itôs worth 

noting that at the Jewish 

Federation, if youôre Jewish, you 

have community, regardless of 

any of the above. You are 

welcome. 

In the last two months, I have 

had two amazing experiences that 

have challenged my view of 

where these measurements fall. 

The first was a four-day intensive 

seminar in Chicago for Spertus 

Institute that was part of a Jewish 

Leadership Certificate, which I am 

in the process of earning. We 

began classes online and this was 

the first time the 7 of us were in 

one room. We all had different 

roles in different areas of the 

Jewish community, and a variety 

of levels of involvement with our 

communities outside our careers. 

I didnôt know what to expect 

going in, but what I had coming 

out was invaluable. Even when 

discussing skills that werenôt 

uniquely Jewish, I could feel the 

presence of our Jewish identities 

guiding us. There were multiple 

times when we had our ñME 

TOO!ò moment when discussing 

our challenges and found our 

connection was fed by our 

uniqueness. I also attribute the 

positive experience to the fact it 

was the first time in a while I 

have been among Jewish 

individuals since the war began 

when antisemitism and fear were 

not a leading subject. 

The other experience, I must 

confess, I anticipated being a bit 

contentious as its sole focus was 

antisemitism. More specifically 

HB1002, state legislation 

addressing antisemitism in 

educational settings was bounced 

around the capital until being 

vetoed by the governor. The 

opposition to the bill was the 

inclusion of the working definition 

of antisemitism as defined by the 

International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance, a 

definition that is recognized by at 

least 35 states, and 43 countries, 

as well as most major Jewish 

organizations. For many, the 

problem with this definition is that 

it includes certain specific 

examples of criticism of Israel 

that could deter or challenge free 

speech. Over the years Jewish 

professionals have seen a 

terrifying lack of distinction 

between the Jewish people as a 

whole and the actions of Israel 

and its government, but the war 

against Hamas has caused rates 

of antisemitic incidents to 

skyrocket since Oct. 7th. 

I was invited to join in a 

discussion with nine other Jewish 

individuals in the interest of 

understanding the challenges of 

HB1002. But even within the 

Jewish community, the view of 

the war and Israelôs actions hold 

varying levels of support, so 

although I was optimistic, I also 

prepared myself for heated 

discussion. What I discovered was 

multiple, well-educated Jewish 

individuals who all had 

information that others in the 

group didnôt even know existed. 

Although Iôm sad to share that we 

didnôt solve all the worldôs 

problems, I felt like the 

uncertainty of my connection with 

these individuals had been 

silenced by the time I left. 

What does any of this have to do 

with the concept of a ñGood Jewò 

that I started with? Both groups 

had diversity, even within the 

Venn diagram of Jewish Identity. 

If we combined the groups, the 

only demographical of us could 

fall under, was being Jewish. The 

most Jewish aspect of the groups 

was the presence of intentional 

discussions. Tossing out all other 

aspects of our identities, the 

ability to have thoughtful, 

meaningful discussions with 

others is not only a genuinely 

Jewish trait but one that is 

foundational in our history and 

our future. 

These discussions may not be 

comfortable. I can promise not all 

of them will be. But showing up in 

these spaces as a Jewish 

individual, in any form, and 

sharing that aspect of ourselves 

and what it means to be Jewish, 

is one of the greatest traits of a 

ñGood Jew.ò 

Emily Benedix 

Executive Director 

emily@federationonline.org 
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Committee Update: Jewish Cultural & Education Committee 

After the most devastating attack 

on the Jewish People since the 

Holocaust, I knew and felt that I 

had to visit Israel for several 

compelling reasons. Above all, I 

wanted to express my solidarity 

with the people of Israel, the 

worldôs only Jewish state. But I 

also wanted to do something to 

help, learn from the people face 

to face, and bring back what I 

learned. 

So I jumped on the opportunity to 

join the Israel solidarity mission 

of the Florence Melton School of 

Adult Jewish Learningôs 

Educational Travel division. Our 

groupôs 19 members came from 

across the U.S. along with Canada 

and Australia. During our 

intensive five-day mission we 

received frank briefings from the 

security officials, lent a helping 

hand as volunteers and met with 

journalists, scholars and people 

from varied walks of life, including 

from the minority Arab and Druze 

communities.  

We arrived at a pivotal moment in 

Israelôs history, to a nation still 

reeling from crisis. The Oct. 7 

massacre claimed 1,200 lives of 

all ages, from infants to the 

elderly, including Holocaust 

survivors. More than 130 

hostages remain in Hamasô 

captivity, while terrorist forces 

dedicated to Israelôs destruction 

and backed by Iran vow to repeat 

the slaughter. Some 200,000 

citizens from Israelôs south and 

north have been displaced from 

their homes because of the 

continued dangers posed by 

Hamas in Gaza and by Hezbollah 

in Lebanon. These evacuees do 

not know when they will return 

home. They are being housed in 

hotels and Airbnbs.  

In Kfar Aza, a kibbutz where more 

than 60 residents were murdered 

and 18 were kidnapped on Oct. 7, 

we saw horrific scenes of 

destruction. Though I was 

staggered, I didnôt avert my eyes, 

because Israel wants us to know 

the truth. We were there at the 

same time as a group of battle-

hardened soldiers reciting prayers 

for the victims. The father of one 

soldier who had just weeks earlier 

fallen to battle came up to us and 

said how much our support meant                                                         

to him. We were touched beyond 

words.  

 

Our mission coincided with the 

100th day of the war. We joined 

more than 100,000 people 

marching in Tel Aviv to bring the 

hostages back home. The 

hostages are on everyoneôs 

minds, their photos are displayed 

in countless places across the 

country.  

For all the anguish the people of 

Israel feel, I was awed by their 

strength, courage and love of 

country. A longtime resident of 

Kfar Aza told us of his desire to 

rebuild. A young woman who 

survived the massacre at the 

Nova Music Festival, where nearly 

300 people mostly in their teens 

or 20s had their lives cut short, 

led us on a tour of a large exhibit 

dedicated to their memory. ñWe 

will dance again,ò she said.  

As volunteers, we packed clothes 

for displaced families. I thought of 

my own grandchildren, as I sorted 

shirts and pants for young boys. 

The woman heading this large 

effort confided that her work 

enables her to sleep nights. 

 

ñWe must support 

each other always,ò 

she said. 

 

 After the 5th day of Mission, I 

stayed on in Israel to visit with 

family. My cousin and husband 

have 2 sons, each with 3 children. 

Of their grandchildren, 4 of them 

have or are serving in the Israeli 

military. I was fortunate to have 

Shabbat dinner and Saturday 

night dinner with all the family. I 

visited their shelter to further 

understand the angst that they 

live through daily. Everyone is/

continues to be concerned about 

the ongoing attacks from the 

North. They are all prepared to do 
! ÐÈÏÔÏ ÔÁËÅÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ΧΦΦÔÈ ÄÁÙ ÏÆ ×ÁÒ ÍÁÒÃÈ ÉÎ 4ÅÌ !ÖÉÖȢ  0ÈÏÔÏ ÃÒÅÄÉÔÓȡ #ÁÒÏÌ #ÕÌÂÅÒÇ 

Resistance Amid Ruins: Heartbreaking and Heartfelt 



2024ðIlliana Passover Issue ƀ 7  

whatever is necessary to maintain 

Israelôs integrity while protecting 

Israelôs right to exist in peace with 

her neighbors. I was visited on 

that Saturday afternoon by our 

former Shaliach, Maya Koren and 

her husband Tim Boer. They both 

have siblings stationed in Gaza 

with the IDF. We had a lovely 

visit. To say everyone is 

ñconcernedò  and ñnervousò about 

their families  and friends is an 

understatement.  

The emergency is far from over. 

Hamasô brutal attack inflicted far-

reaching psychological damage 

along with death and destruction. 

Yet pain, sorrow, and mourning 

do not begin to tell the whole 

story of Israel. I was moved by 

the heartwarming family feeling 

and the remarkable resilience we 

encountered wherever we went. 

In every conversation, people 

expressed their care for one 

another and their deep resolve 

that Oct. 7 must never happen 

again. You can feel the 

determination of the soldiers who 

are willing to give everything for 

their people and nation. Israelôs 

army is composed of citizens 

soldiers. The war touches 

everyone.   

The human face of Israel made 

the deepest impression on me.  

Committee Update: Jewish Community Relations Committee 

! ÐÈÏÔÏ ÏÆ  Á ÂÏÍÂÅÄ ËÉÂÂÕÔÚ ÉÎ +ÆÁÒ !ÚÁȢ 0ÈÏÔÏ ÃÒÅÄÉÔȡ #ÁÒÏÌ #ÕÌÂÅÒÇ 

JCRC is tasked with promoting 

interfaith relations to strengthen 

communities and to eliminate 

antisemitism. Unfortunately, over 

the last few months we have had 

to respond to antisemitic 

incidents in local school 

corporations in the area. Emily 

and I have met with school 

superintendents to address this 

rising antisemitism. Our last 

program, which we co-sponsored 

with Rachel Saller, the leader of 

our NOAR and ATID groups, 

targeted this problem.  

On February 4, leaders from the 

Anti-Defamation League 

presented a training program for 

our teens and their parents on 

how to respond to antisemitism in 

school. We learned about the 

numerous resources ADL provides 

and have already passed this 

information onto educators. We 

will be bringing ADL's Associate 

Education Director back to the 

Federation next summer to 

present a program for teachers 

on how to effectively teach about 

the Holocaust and antisemitism.  

In addition, in January I spoke to 

over 160 8th graders and their 

teachers at the Benjamin Franklin 

Middle School in Valparaiso about 

my parents' survival of the 

Holocaust and the importance of 

combating all forms of hate and 

discrimination.  

Rosalie Levinson 

JCRC Chair 

 

,ÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔȡ "ÉÌÌ (ÉÃËÓ ɉ!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÁÔ !$,Ɋȟ 2ÁÃÈÅÌ 3ÁÌÌÅÒ ɉ0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÉÎÇ 
#ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒɊȟ 4ÒÅÎÔ 3ÐÏÏÌÓÔÒÁ ɉ!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅ 
2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÁÔ !$,Ɋȟ ÁÎÄ %ÍÉÌÙ "ÅÎÅÄÉØ 
ɉ*&.7) %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒɊ ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÈÏÔÏ 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ !$, ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 

Carol Culberg 

JCEC Chair 
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Committee Update: Israel Awareness Committee 

  

In February, we held our first 

school ñtwinningò session (a live 

online interaction) between our 

religious school students at Masa 

BôYachad and students of the 

same age at the Gordon School in 

Akko, Israel. The kids all had a 

chance to introduce themselves, 

discuss their favorite hobbies and 

sing a few songs together. Todah 

Rabah to Rabbi Gindlin for acting 

as our song leader. Although our 

religious school was on break 

over Purim, the Gordon School 

sent us a video of their Purim 

activities (and their very creative 

costumes) to share with our 

students. Next up is a twinning 

activity for Passover. We are very 

excited to kick off this new 

program to engage our religious 

school students in ñreal lifeò 

relationships with kids their age 

in Israel. A huge thanks to our 

Partnership Director Heidi Benish 

and our two school contacts Ricki 

and Zehavit for asking us to join 

this program. 

Please join us for two very 

important, meaningful programs 

in May. Check out the flyers and 

RSVP. On Thursday, May 9, 7 

p.m. we will be hosting Yom 

Hazikaron which is Israelôs 

national day of remembrance to 

commemorate all the soldiers and 

people who lost their lives during 

the struggle to defend the State 

of Israel. We will join our Israeli 

friends in mourning, also, the 

lives lost by terror. Sadly, this 

yearôs Yom Hazikaron is sadder 

than it has ever been due to the 

atrocities by Hamas terrorists on 

October 7 and the continuing 

rocket attacks by Hamas and now 

Hezbollah from Lebanon in the 

north. 

Our annual Israel Solidarity Day 

will be held Sunday morning, May 

19, starting with an Israeli 

breakfast. We will especially focus 

on our Partnership Western 

Galilee friends, including hearing 

from some of them. Everyone will 

have an opportunity to write 

notes to send to soldiers and 

displaced families. 

                                      

Students from two of our local 

religious schools, Masa BôYachad 

and Temple Israel Sunday School 

have been working on decorating 

paper butterflies. This project was 

created by college students at 

Western Galilee College in our 

partnership region in Israel to 

provide support and increase 

feelings of unity and hope among 

children both here and in Israel. 

The butterflies that our children 

create will be on display at Israel 

Solidarity Day. 

We are also working on plans for 

soliciting donations for a couple 

emergency needs of our 

Partnership area in Akko and 

Matte Asher. A letter and flyer 

were sent out in late March. Our 

goal is $30,000 to help purchase 

a portable bomb shelter and 

laptops for students who have not 

been able to attend their regular 

schools. 

Judy Katz &           
Miriam Marcus 

IAC Co-Chairs 

3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÒÄÏÎ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ !ËËÏȟ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ -ÁÓÁ  "ȭ9ÁÃÈÁÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÖÉÁ :ÏÏÍ ÆÏÒ Á ȰÔ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇȱ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ  
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Community Programming: Friends of Federation 

Since the launch of Federation's 

newest group in January, we 

have had 118 members join 

Friends of Federation.   

Every week, FOF offers our 

community members delicious, 

home cooked kosher meals as 

well as a wide variety of 

entertainment and 

programming.   

FOF provides enjoyable 

socialization as well as 

opportunities to go out to eat at 

local restaurants, venture 

on monthly outings, and 

celebrate special holidays.   

Check out the pictures above to 

see a sampling of our recent 

programs. The Friends of 

Federation group is constantly 

growing, and there are many 

exciting things planned for the 

remainder of the year!   

Reach out to our office if you are 

interested in joining the fun at 

FOF! 

Lindsay Weiss 

Multi-Generational 
Programming Coordinator 

lindsay@federationonline.org 

&ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÒÁÉÓÅ Á ÇÌÁÓÓ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÕÎÃÈ ÏÆ &/&Ȣ &/& ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÄÒÅÓÓ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ 0ÕÒÉÍȢ 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ &/&  ÓÍÉÌÅ ÂÉÇ ÁÆÔÅÒ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ "ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙ ÁÎÄ #ÁÂÁÒÅÔ ÓÉÎÇÅÒ 
+ÙÍ &ÒÁÎËÏÖÅÌÇÉÁȢ 

&ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÄ ÁÎ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ !ÎÃÉÅÎÔ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÔ 
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ÈÉÃÁÇÏ )Î ÌÁÔÅ -ÁÒÃÈȢ  
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Whatôs Been Happening at the Federation 

.ÏÁÒ Ͻ !ÔÉÄ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÁÔ &ÁÉÒ (ÁÖÅÎ 2ÁÐÅ #ÒÉÓÉÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ  ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÅ 
ÓÕÒÖÉÖÁÌ ËÉÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅØÕÁÌÌÙ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔÅÄȢ  

&ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÈÉÇÈ ÔÅÁ ÁÔ -ÅÒÒÉÌÌÖÉÌÌÅ 4ÅÁ 2ÏÏÍ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ǢÒÓÔ ÏǣÃÉÁÌ ÏÕÔÉÎÇȢ  

!ÔÉÄ Ǫ 0* /ÕÒ 7ÁÙ  ÈÁÖÅ Á ÂÁÌÌ  ÂÏ×ÌÉÎÇ  ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÔ 3ÔÁÒÄÕÓÔȢ 0* ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ 0ÕÒÉÍ ÂÙ ÍÁËÉÎÇ  ÍÁÓËÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ #ÈÁÌÌÁÈȢ  


