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2022
BOARD COMMITTEES

Building Committee
Co-Chairs: John Doherty & 

Janine Rothschild
The building committee oversees the

maintenance, repair, safety, security, decor
and improvement of Federation facilities.

Campaign Committee
Co-Chairs:  Bruce & Jenny Yalowitz

This committee works closely with Federation
staff to create and implement the financial
resource plan that will guide staff in seeking

out and securing funding from diverse sources.

Finance Committee
Chair: Alan Lahn

Led by the Board Treasurer, this committee
oversees the creation of the annual budget, and
monitors and reports on the financial status and

activities of The Jewish Federation.

Governance Committee
Chair: Barry Levin

This committee is responsible for overseeing the
boards adherence to the bylaws, as well as serve

as the nominating committee for the annual
board slate.

 

Israel Awareness 
Committee

Co-Chairs: Miriam Marcus & 
Judy Katz

This committee works to promote cultural,
social, and educational programming to

connect local members with communities in
Israel. In addition, this committee works

directly with the Parntership2Gether
Western Galilee consortium of the Jewish

Agency to build personal relationships
between Israelis and members of our

community. 

Jewish Community 
Relations Committee

Chair: Rosalie Levinson 

The duty of this committee is to promote
interfaith relations and cultural

understanding in order to strengthen
communities and eliminate Antisemitism and

other forms of bigotry. Through advocacy
and educational programming, which

includes Holocaust Education, this committee
promotes the principles of humanity, social,

justice and cooperation. 
 

Jewish Culture Committee
Chair: Carol Culberg 

This committee plans & facilitates programming
that provides social & educational experiences

focusing on Jewish Culture & community.
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Jewish Community 
Service Committee

Co-Chairs: Janine Rothschild & 
Laurie Young

This committee oversees the social services
department of the Federation to ensure all

programming and services provided are in line
with the Federation Mission, and community

needs. 



    Two thousand twenty two has been an important transitional year at The Jewish Federation. We have transitioned
from the pandemic to a new normal, transitioned to new and highly competent staff, transitioned to a heightened
awareness of safety and security needs at Federation and each of our partner congregations, and welcomed this
transition as an opportunity to evaluate and improve our services, programs and procedures. Overall, we are ecstatic
to find the Jewish community of Northwest Indiana eager to engage with each other with renewed enthusiasm for
meaningful, educational and entertaining experiences after a long pandemic hiatus.
    We are particularly proud of Federation’s small but mighty and collaborative staff. Emily Benedix became
Federation’s Executive Director in January 2022 after a decade long tenure at the Jewish Federation of St. Joseph
Valley in South Bend. Together with Emily’s new hires and several seasoned employees, we have a highly dedicated
and competent staff in place. (Federation Staff Directory on page 25)
    We also want to recognize the dedication of Federation’s Board of Directors and many volunteers. Jewish
Community Services Co-chairs Janine Rothschild and Laurie Young have worked with staff to coordinate social
services for individuals in need of assistance and reactivate the Adult Friendship Club and Prime Timer's programs.
Barry Levin has served as chair of the Governance Committee that expertly updated Federation’s Constitution and
Bylaws in recent months and presented the nomination slate of officers and directors for 2023. John Doherty and
Janine Rothschild have co-chaired the Building Committee, capably dealing with critical issues involving the
maintenance, security and safety of our building and grounds.
     As chair of the Jewish Community Relations Committee, Rosalie Levinson and her committee have presented
several interfaith programs designed to foster positive relationships with major religious groups. Carol Culberg, chair of
the newly constituted Jewish Culture Committee, has continued regular sessions of Federation’s Book Club with new
programs in the works. The Israel Awareness Committee co-chaired by Miriam Marcus and Judy Katz, organized a
successful and well attended Israel Solidarity Day this past May in addition to working closely with the Western Galilee
Partnership and the Israel Consulate office and the Jewish Agency in Chicago to bring us Israel-related cultural and
educational programs. 
     As you can see, it takes a village of caring and committed people to provide great services and programs to the
Jewish community of Northwest Indiana. The community survey that so many of you completed this past summer
provided excellent feedback on the needs and concerns of the Jewish community. That input is helping to guide
Federation’s planning for next year. With the addition of LaPorte County to our catchment area, we are partners with
six congregations including: Chabad of NWI, Congregation Beth Israel, Sinai Temple (Michigan City), Temple Beth
El/Anshe Sholom, Temple Israel of Miller Beach, and Temple Israel of Valparaiso.
     Thank you to all of our community members for your continuing support of the Jewish Federation. Our 2022 Annual
Campaign is currently underway. It began with an early fall campaign kickoff, the first in person in several years, a
fabulous event with a delicious meal and entertainment. A special thanks to Campaign Chairs Dr. Bruce and Jenny
Yalowitz and our volunteer team of callers who have reached out to many of you. As a reminder, there’s still time to
make your 2022 donation. 
     It has been a great honor for both of us to serve as Federation co-presidents during this year of transition.  We look
forward to seeing how Federation grows in 2023.

2022... A YEAR OF TRANSITIONS

Judy Katz &              

 Barbara Waxman

By Co-President's
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        If we pooled a room full of individuals from Gen X on what song is overused for the feel-good factor, I would
wager “Seasons of Love” from the Broadway show Rent would get a large number of votes. A song that points out that
there are 525,600 moments of opportunity to show compassion, friendship, and love has an uncontested ring to it
when discussing charity, social justice, and just general acts of kindness.
        The fact it popped into my head when trying to decide how to summarize 2022 at the Jewish Federation is not
shocking, although a bit trite. However, if I want to avoid cliché, how do I go about summing up 2022? 2022 has been
busy. I invite you to check out the committee and program reports on the following pages since I can’t do them justice
in this small space. What I do want to highlight are the people who have offered their time and energy into bringing life
into the Federation post-pandemic.
        None of our successes in 2022 would have been possible without the support, dedication, and passion of our lay
leaders and volunteers. I couldn’t have asked for a better board and group of committee chairs in my first year. I want
to echo the sentiment that Barbara and Judy have shared in recognizing the hard work of our board and committee
chairs. Their dedication is a leading example of the very values our Federation is committed to. 
       Equally as vital to the Federation’s success is our staff. An Executive Director is only as good as the staff they
work with. First, I would like to specifically thank Erin Nowakowski, our K’Ton Ton Director. When the staff faced the
challenges that come with personnel changes in the last 14 months, Erin didn’t shy away. She was invaluable in
helping me navigate, learn, and grow in my new position. From sharing her institutional memories to taking my calls
late into the evening, I can say with confidence, that her love of our community has been a foundational factor in the
successes of 2022. 
       Our Accountant Vicky Odegaard, who started in the spring, has not only focused on our finances but is the first to
join in to help with any task that needs to be done. Another addition to our staff in 2022 was Elyse Skalka. Her
marketing skills and focus on details have helped in planning and advertising programs, making them a success.
Rachel Saller has continued to develop and promote youth programming as well as temporarily taking the lead on our
AFC and Prime Timers groups in the second part of the year. Patti Anderson, who began the year as our Facilities
Associate, took a new position as our Administrative Associate after proving time and again that she could tackle any
task thrown her way.  Dave Lerner has continued to keep our community well-fed, and our newest staff member,
Darron Rouse has already proved himself to be a valuable addition to our team as our Facilities Associate. 
Although less visible in many ways, our Teachers and Assistants in K’Ton Ton, as well as our JCY Camp Director
Rachel Seiffert and Assistant Director Trevor Biancardi have continued to support our community youth. Our youth
education programs continue to highlight the value of education while being some of the most reputable programs of
their kind in our area. 
      The list of committee members, community volunteers, and dedicated donors goes on and on. I would like to close
with special recognition to Judy Katz and Barbara Waxman. Prior to my official start date, I met with Barbara and Judy
and was instantly at ease with the thought of working with them in my new position. Both women, recognizing the
need for consistency in a time of change, agreed to serve as Co-Presidents for my first year, knowing it would be a
hectic year. 
     Barbara and Judy welcomed me into their homes and community before my moving truck was even unpacked.
They have served as my bosses, my sounding board, and my friends for the last year and I am excited to continue
working with them in the future. Although Barbara will be stepping down this year, I am grateful that she has agreed to
serve as our Board Secretary, as Mark Sperling steps into filling the role of co-president with Judy in her final term. 
     Even as I sing the praises of success in 2022, I look forward to 2023. Already we have programming planned, are
looking at how to better hone our services, and have a wish list of new ideas that are a page long. I invite you to join
us in the coming year, and see for yourself all the amazing things to come. 

525,600 SUCCESSES IN 2022

Emily BenedixBy Executive Director
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Board ofBoard of  
                    DirectorsDirectors

20222022

OfficersOfficers
Co-Presidents
Judy Katz & Barbara Waxman

Immediate Past President
Sean Egan

Treasurer
Alan Lahn
Secretary
Dr. Mark B. Sperling

Vice Presidents, JCS
Janine Rothschild & Laurie Young

Vice President, Campaign
Jenny Yalowitz

Endowment Committee Chair
Jonathan Radnor

Thank you to all of our 
2022 Board Members! 

We appreciate all of your
dedication & hard work to

make The Jewish Federation
of NWI a place we 

ALL enjoy!

        Directors atDirectors atLargeLarge
Dr. Michael Brody

Dr. Lorin Brown
Carol Culberg
John Doherty

Jeremy Friedberg
Dr. Becca Galante

Larry Gill
Dana Kaplan-Graves

Nancy Gross
Marilyn Hirsch

Barry Levin5
Life Vice Presidents
Gloria Gray Weissman & Merrill Yalowitz



2023

BOARD
SLATE

OFFICERS DIRECTORS AT LARGE

Co-Presidents Lorin Brown
Carol Culberg
John Doherty
Jeremy Friedberg
Becca Galante
Larry Gill
Nancy Gross
Barry Levin
Janine Rothschild
Jonathan Radnor

Judy Katz & Mark Sperling

Immediate Past President
Sean Egan

Treasurer
Alan Lahn

Secretary
Barbara Waxman

Vice Presidents for Jewish Community Services
Marilyn Hirsch & Laurie Young

Vice President of Governance
Dana Kaplan-Graves

Life Vice Presidents
Gloria Gray Weissman & Merrill Yalowitz
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Adult F
riendship

Adult F
riendship  

ClubClub
Adult Friendship Club resumed in person in May of this year. We were off to a slow start easing back into
being in person and are looking forward to the friendships and programs that this wonderful club has and

continues to create. We have had some great programs in the last year, such as: 
Maxwell Street Klezmer Band, Sing-O, discussions on wellness, nutrition, situational awareness & how to
avoid scams. We had a fantastic turnout at our Rosh Hashanah Luncheon / Flu Shot Clinic, Veterans Day

Luncheon and the Thanksgiving Luncheon. For the last two events of the year, AFC will be hosting a
Hanukkah Luncheon at Briar Ridge Country Club with a performance by the Munster High School Choral and

a New Year's Party with a DJ, Sing-O and dancing!
AFC is looking forward to 2023 in hopes to bring more entertainment, educational and relevant discussions

and of course, new members to the club!
 

PrimePrime  
                TimersTimers

By Rachel Saller

Prime Timers started back up again this year in April with our exciting monthly outings.  These adventures
included lunch & museum at the Lighthouse Restaurant in Cedar Lake, brewery tour of Fuzzy Line Brewery

in Highland, Michigan City Boat Tour, Friendship Gardens Tram Tour, Museum of Illusions and lunch at
Manny’s Deli. Most recently, we had a Halotherapy session at The Salt Cave in St. John, 

followed by a delicious lunch at AVGO.
This club is always having a great time meeting almost every month for a new adventure.  

We are in the works on planning some thrilled experiences for 2023 and we look forward to 
welcoming some new members!
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Awards

Social S
ervice 

Awards
RosalieLevinson

Gesher Award
This award is given to individuals who have built bridges through programming that
brings the Northwest Indiana community together. This is a well-deserved and most

appropriate honor for Rosalie Levinson. 

Miriam Marcus
Hurst Family Foundation Leadership Award

This award is given to volunteers who demonstrate strong leadership qualities in one or more areas of
service to The Federation. This year's recipient is Miriam Marcus. Miriam is well known for her passion
for Israel. As co-chair of the Israel Awareness committee, Miriam works to ensure our community has

opportunities to learn from and engage with Israeli communities through our Partnership2Gether
program and our friends at the Jewish Agency. In addition to a successful Israel Awareness Day Event
in the spring, and a virtual panel discussion with members of Sharaka, the committee also brought two
Chicago-based Shinshinim to our community on three separate occasions in 2022. In addition to being
busy as a committee co-chair, Miriam is very active with our teen groups, helping our staff to coordinate
programming, hosting Shabbat dinners, and helping bring Israel education resources to our community

religious school. 
 

9

Rosalie has led our Jewish Community Relations Committee through 2022 with successful
programming and outreach. As the JCRC chair, Rosalie and her committee have risen to the challenge
to build bridges and advocate for our community. Her leadership helped bring two successful interfaith

programs to our Federation. Our Shared Legacy program in the spring provided an opportunity to
discuss the history of Black and Jewish relations and start the conversation on how these relationships
can be fostered going forward. This fall the JCRC partnered with St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church to

host the Bridges of Faith exhibit. In addition to programming, Rosalie has worked directly with
Federation staff to address antisemitic incidents in local schools, promoted Holocaust education

opportunities, and has already laid the ground work for multiple projects in 2023.



Community &

Community &  
Social Service A

wards

Social Service A
wards

Thank you to our Volunteers!

Friends of theJewish Community
 This award recognizes organizations that have made noteworthy contributions to the Jewish Federation and

signifies our collective thank you on behalf of the entire community for the services rendered. This year's
honorees are:

The Rotary Club of Munster, Indiana, Secure Community Network - Grant Mendenhall, St. Maria
Goretti Church, The Munster Police Department, Michigan City Police Department, Valparaiso Police

Department, Gary Police Department and partnering security agencies. 
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Without these incredible volunteers, we would not be able to do what we do! From
delivering meals, setting up for events and facilitating Federation groups - these

individuals have gone above and beyond. Thank you to all of these individuals and
everyone that has made 2022 a success!

Adult Friendship Club & Prime Timer's Volunteers:
                             Pat Jacobson   Helene Elias
                             Judy Geller     Nancy Handler
                                       Barbara Bard

 
 
 

Delivery Drivers:
Sydney Saks

Alan Saks
Walker Family (Dan, Sheila & Maryam)

Holly Ptacek
Lori Taber

Stephanie Hazen
Ed Feldman

Liraz Tenenbaume
Cynthia Ostrovsky

 

Food Pantry:
Lou Kaplan

 

Grief Group:
Carol Culberg

JennyYalowitz
Gevurah Award

This award honors members of The Federation Board of Directors who 
are completing their term of office and who have performed their duties in
an exemplary fashion. This well-deserved award goes to Jenny Yalowitz. 

 Jenny has served as our Campaign Chair the past two years, a position that comes with great
responsibility. In addition to ensuring a successful Annual Campaign, the Campaign Chair also
serves on the Board of Directors, and on the Executive Committee. All those positions equaled
being part of the collective leadership who took on the additional challenges of changes in an

Executive Director and staff as well as the impact of the pandemic.
 We are grateful for Jenny’s hard work which ensured our Federation was able to continue to

fulfill our mission through these challenges. 



JCRC NEWS
BY ROSALIE LEVINSON

    Although COVID continued to make scheduling in-person programs somewhat
more diff icult this past year, and it forced us to cancel one, we were able to fulf i l l
our goal of putting on two interfaith educational programs in 2022. 
   In the spring, we joined with Temple Israel to present the powerful
documentary, "Shared Legacies," which chronicles the coalit ion between Black
and Jewish Americans before, during, and after the Civil Rights movement. After
the fi lm, commentary about how we can rekindle the strong bond between our
communities was provided by IUN Professor Ellen Szarleta and Gary's First
District Councilman, Will iam Godwin. Professor Szarleta recently succeeded in
securing a grant to enable screening the fi lm to IUN students early next year, to
be followed by a public panel discussion, co-sponsored with JCRC, on February
9th, 2023, at IUN. 
   Our fall program was a joint venture with the St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church
in Dyer. Thanks to the Israeli Consulate in Chicago, we were able to bring the
beautiful exhibit "Building Bridges of Faith: Photographs of Papal Visits to the
Holy Land" to our community. Our speakers at the Grand Opening event included
the Deputy Consul General of Israel to the Midwest, Daniel Anschheim, the
DIrector of Jewish Studies at the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, Dr.
Malka Simkovich, and Reverend Charles Niblick of the St. Maria Goretti Church.

Rosalie Levinson together with Pope Exhibit Speakers, Father Niblick, Daniel Anschheim & Dr. Malka Simkovich
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JEWISH CULTURAL COMMITTEE
BY CAROL CULBERG

ISRAEL AWARENESS COMMITTEE
BY MIRIAM MARCUS

    We had seven Book Group meetings in 2022. Two of the authors joined us on
Zoom and one author joined us in person. We will continue Book Group on Zoom
to accommodate participants who are out of town or who live too far to commute
to Munster. We generally have about 10-12 participants at each meeting.

   We had a very successful Culture/ Education Program and Brunch in
November. Sandy Rusnak of the South Suburbs gave a very interesting and
informative presentation on The Jewish Influence on the History of the Auto
Industry. We look forward to many more programs in the future.

   During the last weekend in October, the Committee brought two Chicago-based
Shinshinim to our community to lead various activit ies and events.  Rom and
Carmel spent Erev Shabbat at Temple Beth-El, where they spoke during the
sermon about their t ime in the US so far, and their experience spending the High
Holidays away from home for the first t ime.

  Saturday night, they led a Havdalah service for our NOAR/ATID youth group
and Rom was our chef for Israeli (really Moroccan) dessert.  He made us his
father’s recipe for Sfenj, similar to a Moroccan donut, which is fried and then
rolled in sugar. It was a delicious as it sounds!

  Sunday Rom and Carmel spent the morning with our Masa B’Yachad religious
school students.  They first led all of the students in an Israeli song and dance at
the school-wide assembly, and then visited each classroom performing an
educational activity about Israel. 

   We are pleased to be partnering with our Jewish Agency rep in Chicago to
bring these Israeli young people to our community for special events periodically
throughout the year. This is just one example of the many opportunities our
committee brings to NWI to connect our community to Israel. 12



2022
           WITH....

Noar and Atid were so excited to have in-person 

programming this year! 

 

We started off with sledding & Sachlav with the Jewish youth group from the Jewish Federation

of St. Joseph in South Bend. We continued the year with an array of outings & activities for the

youth groups. We took a tour of MCP Plastics, had a family outing to a Chicago Wolves Ice

Hockey game and made delicious chocolate toffee matzah for Passover! NOAR & ATID

prepared 200 bags for the Federation Passover To-Go meals, played Whirly Ball, enjoyed

Shabbat dinners together and got festive with apple picking at County Line Orchard. Recently,

we provided yard clean up for seniors in our community and had a blast connecting with the

Chicago Shinshinim!

 

 We will wrap up 2022 with a Hanukkah party, where we will make latkes and play dreidel

games. We are excited for all of the events in 2023, including ice skating, Chicago Wolves ice

hockey game, Hamantaschen baking, and much more!

 

BY RACHEL SALLER
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JCYJCY
CAMPCAMP
SUMMERSUMMER

A LOOK 
           BACK AT....

Summer 2022 was, without a doubt, the best season yet for JCY Day Camp. With animpressive 81-camper roster and 18-counselor staff (several of them part-time), JCY wasalmost fully capped for all 6 weeks. There's really nothing quite like getting back to normalcyafter so many summers of uncertainty. In fact, parents and campers alike frequentlycommented that this past summer at JCY was as if nothing had ever changed. JCY continuedthose crazy games, in-house entertainment and food trucks, and wacky Pie Fridays as usual.They also got to get back to those pre-COVID field trips to locations like The Mascot Hall ofFame, Zig-E's Funland, and Albanese Candy Factory. JCY is bursting with pride at its most recent summer experience!In fact, JCY is such a fun summer haven that the camp had a waiting list for almost every oneof its 6 action-packed weeks. In reflecting on our awesome 2022 summer, we'd really like tostart getting back to what JCY is all about: togetherness. For years, JCY was known as theonly summer camp in the area to offer 6 complete weeks as a cohesive unit. Having campersspending so many weeks together fosters friendships and ensures continuity withinprogramming and relationships. We are so excited to return to our roots in 2023; planning isalready underway. Are you ready for the summer?!  
 

BY RACHEL SEIFFERT
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2022 WAS THREE PARTS PUT 

TOGETHER 

TO MAKE A WHOLE: 

FAMILY, 

PLAY, AND JUDAISM!

BY ERIN NOWAKOWSKI

      We are now, and always have been, a family. We prioritize building
relationships between teachers and children (and their parents) and creating an
atmosphere of trust and mutual respect. We strive to make K’TonTon a home
away from home for our children; a place where they know they are safe and
loved. When families register their child for K’TonTon, they become part of our
K’Ton Ton family. We embody the notion “It takes a village.” Our commitment to
supporting one another is seen in staff to staff interactions, staff to family
interactions, and family to family interactions. We are not just a school, but a
community at its best. 

    We build on decades of developmental research and clinical findings that
reveal one thing – children at early ages learn through play. Play is the vehicle
through which children retain information and acquire skills. Each day, children
enter an enriched play environment where they make the choices that guide
their learning supported by our dedicated, knowledgeable staff. Play is about
self-discovery, self-analysis, and self-awareness. Children are learning about
themselves, about friends, and about their world while teachers observe, ask
questions, and offer support and guidance. 

15



   Judaism is our foundation, and as such, is seamlessly woven into everything we
do. Using a playful and multi-sensory approach, our values, customs, and
traditions come alive in our classrooms. The Jewish values of kindness,
appreciation for our world and respect for all are thoughtfully woven into every
aspect of the classroom throughout our day. We infuse Judaism into our daily
life – making rituals familiar and enjoyable through songs, holidays, and our
weekly Shabbat celebrations. Our teachers model and nurture Jewish values
such as kindness, friendship, empathy, respect for the environment and the
rights of others. We do our best to bring the values of simcha (joy), mitzvot (good
deeds and acts of kindness), kavod (respect), chesed (kindness), and tikkun olam
(improving the world) to life in a developmentally appropriate way. No matter a
child’s faith, our mission includes compassion for others, connecting to one
another and caring for each other. 

   This year, we had 21 graduates head off to
Kindergarten. We currently serve 68 families from
2-5 years old, and 8 families in our playgroup. 15%
of our children are Jewish. In addition to our core
programs, we offered after-school activities again
this year. 60% of our kids participate in at least
one of our  after-school programs. Our families
choose from: Funday Monday, Stay and Play,
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and
math), Music, and Move It. 

   Enriched play experiences
combined with strong, supportive
relationships, all with a foundation
of Jewish values and traditions.
That’s what makes K’TonTon the
premiere preschool in Northwest
Indiana. 

16



Casework
$19,624.00

Scholarships
$10,755.00

Food Pantry
$3,231.00

A Focus on Caring & Compassion...
A Look at 

               The Numbers
88 Clients Served

Jewi sh Commun i t y 

Financial 

The Jewish Federation's Community Services department provides
caring and professional social services to all of our community
members in Northwest Indiana. We offer a vast array of social

services and special programming to help meet the needs of those
who need the programs and assistance. 

Food Pantry
Generously Funded By:

Allocations from Federation's
Operating Budget

Individual donations from Jewish
Community members, including
donation food drives.

Food Pantry Funds &
Endowments, including the
Barbara Waxman JCS Fund

Grants from outside agencies,
such as The Rotary Club

Assistance Programs

January-October 
2022
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Rent Payments
$9,302.00

Medical Expenses
$6,922.00

Utilities
$3,359.00

Misc.
$1,232.33

Delivered Groceries
$789.00

AFC Meals
$619.00

Soc i a l  Se r v i c e s
Your Support Helps 
      Us Do A World of Good!

Fresh Kosher Meals Prepared

Worth of Delivered Groceries
to homebound individuals

2,048

131 Seders To-Go

37                                   Rosh Hashanah
                                 Meals To-Go

$789.00

Casework
Client Services Include:

Group meetings for grief counseling
Individual short-term counseling
Home & Hospital visits to the sick
Distribution of scholarship funds
Senior safety programs

Individualized casework management
Food for the hungry
Financial assistance to those in needs
Referrals to local social service
agencies

18



EndowmentsEndowments are monies given to 
The Federation to provide long term support

for a designated program or service.

The income from the following endowments is given to
PACE (Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment):

Anonymous PACE
Arthur & Sylvie Mednick Weiss

Bernard & Estelle Marcus
Fruehauf Family Honorary

George & Martha Karol
John Jacobson Memorial
Joseph Culberg Memorial

Kirschner Trust
Louis M. Marcus Trust

Louis & Gertrude Weinberg
PACE

Stan Goldberg PACE
Zweig-Berlin

The income from the following endowments is given to
JCSP (Jewish Community Services & Programming):

JCS
Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana, Inc.

The income from the following endowments is given to AFC
(Adult Friendship Club):

Stan Goldberg AFC
Kate & Shirley Klapper AFC Entertainment

David & Ethel Crohn

The income from the following endowments is give to
Senior Programming:

Senior
Sam & Eva Weinstein Senior Retreat
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The income from the following endowment is used for the
general maintenance and upkeep of the Bernard and

Estelle Marcus Jewish Federation Community Building:
B'nai Judah

The income from the following endowments is given to 
The Food Pantry:

Food Pantry
The income from the following endowment is used to award

grants to honorees who have demonstrated exceptional
leadership ability to attend the 

General Assembly:
Hurst Family Leadership

The income from the following endowment is used to fund
young Jewish students who wish to study in Israel:

Gertrude & Louis Weinberg Camp Scholarship

The income from the following endowment is used to
support the Send-A-Kid to Israel Partnership:

Levenberg Family Memorial
SKIP Endowment

The income from the following endowment helps the
resettlement of Jewish refugees:

Samual, Ida & Joseph Valdmam

The income from the following endowment can be used at
the discretion of the Board of Directors

Nelson Family
Sarah Kutchinsky Friedberg

Unrestricted

The income from the following endowment supports youth
in our community:

Sam H. Gray Memorial
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The monies from the following
fund are used to help those with

medical needs:
Marcus Wallack Heart

The monies from the following fund
are used for building expenses:

The monies from the following fund are used to help
underwrite the operating expenses of our community

building:

The monies from the following fund
are used for 

Holocaust Education
Holocaust Education Chuck Elias JCY Scholarship

Scholarship Fund

Funds
Funds differ from endowments in that they may be utilized

for short or long term needs.

Alex Morris

Bernard Marcus Sustaining Operating Building

The monies from the following fund
assist JCY Campers

The monies from the following fund support an annual distribution of scholarship
& "campership" grants & loans to applicants approved by the Scholarship

Committee of The Federation. This fund has been established by the following
generous families: Morey & Ethel Gross, Lynn & Lloyd Hurst, Rudy & Anne Kodicek,
Julie Linker Memorial, Nathan Roskin Family, William & Sylvia Silberstein, & Debra

Weichman Memorial

Endowment Committee Report
       We would like to thank the many donors who donated to our various
funds and endowments in 2022. Our endowment received $31,935.00 in
designated donations in 2022 to help support our mission and ensure the
Federation’s future.
       Unfortunately, due to Russia's war in Ukraine and the rise in interest
rates by the Federal Reserve Bank, stock markets are having a difficult time
in 2022. After transferring $220,000 to the Federation operating budget, the
value of the Jewish Federation’s endowments, as of November 15, 2022, was
$7,100,000, versus $8,100,000 on December 31, 2021. Even though the value of
our portfolio decreased by $ 780,000 we are still in a better financial
position than we were on October 31, 2020 when we had a value of
$6,550,000. 
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The monies from the following fund are used to assist Jewish individuals
with the cost of medical treatments, prescriptions and health insurance
premiums. Annually, any unspent dollars supplement the food pantry. 

Barbara Waxman JCS



LivingLegacy Honor Roll
     The Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana works to foster continuity
and growth, to secure and provide for the future of our community. The
Living Legacy Honor Roll recognizes all the wonderful people in our
community who have planned for our future. They have provided a
Legacy of support by naming The Jewish Federation of Northwest
Indiana as a beneficiary in their estate plans.

It is our privilege to honor and sincerely thank:
 
 

Mrs. Miriam Webster
&

The Ostroff Living Trust

Todah Rabah,
Jonathan Radnor

Endowment Committee Chair

                   
        The Federation’s endowments are managed by People’s Bank with input
from the Endowment Committee. Approximately two-thirds of the
Federation’s investments are in equities and one-third is in fixed income
which includes Israel Bonds. The Endowment Committee meets quarterly with
our investment managers at People’s Bank to evaluate performance,
maintain investment policy benchmarks, and asses the financial needs of the
Federation in partnership with the Finance Committee. 
         If you have any questions regarding the Federation’s investments or wish
to discuss an endowment donation, please feel free to contact me or Emily.
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 2021 2020
Current Assets   

Cash  $      287,797.00  $     199,621.00 

Investments   

Bonds  $             500.00  $            500.00 

Stocks & Equities  $        50,197.00  $       55,616.00 

Common Investment Pool  $   8,099,333.00  $  7,249,256.00 

Mutual Funds  $      194,607.00  $     158,770.00 

Accounts Receivable  $        52,682.00  $       23,993.00 

Pledges Receivable  $        18,109.00  $     120,836.00 

Net of
  Allowance for Doubtful Accounts of $1,000

for 2021 & 2020
  

Grants Receivable  $        42,400.00  $                    -   

Other Receivable  $          6,469.00  $                    -   

Prepaid Expenses  $          7,308.00  $       37,735.00 

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  $   8,759,402.00  $  7,846,327.00 

   

Property & Equipment   

Land  $      436,544.00  $     436,544.00 

Building & Improvements  $   2,585,972.00  $  2,554,619.00 

Furniture & Fixtures  $      220,313.00  $     210,217.00 

Vehicle  $        24,791.00  $       24,791.00 

Artwork  $        28,475.00  $       28,475.00 

Total Property & Equipment  $   3,296,095.00  $  3,254,646.00 

Less Accumulated Depreciation  $ (1,392,721.00)  $ (1,327,324.00)

Net Property & Equipment  $   1,903,374.00  $  1,927,322.00 

   

TOTAL ASSETS  $ 10,662,776.00  $  9,773,649.00 

Statements
of Financial Position*

DECEMBER 2020 & 2021

23 *Financial Report reflects audited numbers



 2021 2020

Liabilites & Net Assets   

Current Liabilites   

Accounts Payable  $        32,594.00  $      20,143.00 

Accrued Real Estate Taxes  $      126,650.00  $    121,743.00 

Custodial Funds (SKIP)  $        54,501.00  $      45,591.00 

Deferred Revenues  $             468.00  $        4,450.00 

Other Liabilites   $        14,844.00  $      13,276.00 

Total Current Liabilites  $      229,057.00  $    205,203.00 

   

Net Assets    

Without Donor Restrictions  $   2,311,741.00  $ 2,334,838.00 

With Donor Restrictions  $   8,121,978.00  $ 7,233,608.00 

Total Net Assets  $ 10,433,719.00  $ 9,568,446.00 

   

Total Liabilites & Net
  Assets

 $ 10,662,776.00  $ 9,773,649.00 

Thank you to our 2022
Campaign Contributors! 

What you donate to The Jewish Federation of Northwest
Indiana makes a difference in ways you cannot

imagine! Your donations are crucial to our ability to do
the work we do for others every day. You make it
possible to do everything we need to do for our

community. Thank you!

A list of 2022 donors will appear in the next
Edition of the Illiana News 24



Marketing Manager & Illiana Editor

Front Office & Program Coordinator

Patti Anderson

vicky@federationonline.org

elyse@federationonline.org

Wendy
Hurtado-
Krzewski

director_jcycamp@federationonline.org

Facilities Associate
darron@federationonline.org

emily@federationonline.org

2023 STAFF DIRECTORY
FEDERATION OFFICE STAFF

Emily Benedix
Executive Director 

Vicky Odegaard
Accountant

Elyse Skalka

Rachel Saller

Administrative Associate

Darron Rouse

rachel@federationonline.org

patti@federationonline.org

K'TON TON STAFF

Erin Nowakowski
K'Ton Ton Director
erin@federationonline.org

Bailey Hoffman

Preschool Teacher

Ruth Weinberg
Pre-K Teacher

Megan Lowe
Me Two Teacher

Dawn Lanman
Pre-K / Preschool Teacher

Karin 
Ballow

Rachel Seiffert
JCY Camp Director

Trevor Biancardi

trevorjcy@federationonline.org

Tara
Ramirez

Rosalie
Zarowny

Jusara
Salem

Heather
Massig

K'Ton Ton 
Teachers Assistants

Talia 
Matury-
Vacaro

Dave Lerner

JCY Assistant Director

Chef
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2022 
Partners & Friends

 

Chabad Northwest Indiana

Congregation Beth Israel

Consulate General of Israel to the Midwest

Hadassah

Harbor Country Adventures

JDC - The Leading Global Jewish Humanitarian Organization

Masa B'Yachad Religious School

Partnership2Gether

PJ Library

Purdue Northwest

Secure Community Network

Sinai Temple

Stand With Us

St. Maria Goretti Church

Temple Anshe Sholom - A Beth Torah

Temple Beth-El

Temple Israel - Miller Beach, Indiana

Temple Israel - Valparaiso, Indiana

The Jewish Federation of North America

The Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley
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Thank you to all of our Friends & Partners
from 2022! We could not have done it

without you!
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Stay up to date with everything JFNWI on our
website! Sign up for programs, order meals, check

the community calendar, donate & more!
www.federationonline.org


