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A Good Time to
Take Measure

By Barbara Waxman
President

As you know, 2017 marks the 75%
anniversary of the Jewish Federation of
Northwest Indiana. Over the years,
Federation has been known by various
names and has functioned from various
locations. Its priorities, services, pro-
grams and resources have also varied
somewhat over the years responding to
the needs of the time. However, at its
core, Federation has always strived to
strengthen community connections,
build up the Jewish community, serve
those in need and advocate for the state
of Israel.

To effectively accomplish these and
other priorities that have emerged from
time to time, Federation, like all effec-
tive not-for-profits, has periodically
reassessed and reinvigorated itself. This
has been a particularly transformative
time.

[ am coming to the end of my two

year term as Federation president, a
good time to take measure. So, here’s a
brief snapshot of Federation today:

1 We reopened the food pantry and
substantially increased Federation assis-
tance to those in need.

1 We've held two annual ‘back to
school” community barbecues, hosted a
donor appreciation evening, worked
with volunteers to enhance offerings at
the Adult Friendship Club, Prime
Timers and Adult Retreat, introduced
Lunch and Learn and JewEL (Jewish
Emerging Leaders) programs. Our
K'TonTon preschool and JCY summer
camp continue to receive high marks
and robust enrollment.

1 We employ a small but skilled and
dedicated staff that functions as a col-
laborative team. Executive Director
Aida Nozick’s business acumen, man-
agement and interpersonal skills, com-
passion for and dedication to the Jew-
ish community are central to Federa-
tion’s many recent accomplishments
and improvements.

1 The Illiana News, produced every

six weeks in a new format, has been
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